***********************************************

MEETING MINUTES   Sept 13, 2004

West Brandywine Historic Commission

West Brandywine Historical Commission (WBHC) Members (attendees in bold)

Alan Amenta,  , Hugh Redditt, John Vilcheck, Jr., Jerry Wilmnzig 

Meeting  chaired by Hugh Redditt

DELETIONS OF INACTIVE MEMBERS:   A letter needs to be drafted inactive members   regarding their status with the commission.   They need  to confirm yes or no if they  wish  to continue with the commission.   A deadline for reply is needed.  

No letter was drafted as yet.   

Hugh Reddit called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

Copies of WBHC meeting minutes and board correspondence will be forwarded to:


West Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors (BOS)


West Brandywine Township Manager (Ron Rambo)


West Brandywine Planning Commission (John Cassels, Jr. & Steven Jakatt)


West Brandywine Zoning Officer (Dale Barnett)


West Brandywine Parks and Recreation  

The minutes from the April 2004 meeting were approved.

Old  Business - Sept  2004

Catania Property

No current activity on this property.  WBHC understands that the developer does not want to assume any liability for the open space and wants the township to assume the responsibility. Dr. John Vilcheck will follow up with the technical school to find out if they will help by doing some restoration of the ruin, and communicate back to the BOS.
No current action.  Power point presentation needs to be done.  The WBHC would like to see the stone ruins of the farmhouse stabilized and roofed using clear corrugated fiberglass panels and used as a picnic area.  It was suggested to try to have the CCIU students work on the site and do the repairs.  Contact was made and the item was placed on the list of projects for the school.  A follow-up call will be necessary to progress with the available time.

***

Irish Oaks

No activity 

No current action.

Suggested action:  Catalogue the barn with better pictures and measurements.

***

Bentley Property - John Shelton and Gordon Property -- includes Cedar Post Farm.  

Dr. Vilcheck will attempt to find out who is in charge of forwarding the documents at the township, and will contact the township manager or Joanne Ranck for the proper route or action.

Need to follow thru with contacts and get information out.

***

Howe Turkey Farm

In speaking with Dale Barnett the BOS have approved the demolition of the barn against the recommendations of the WBHC.   I reminded Mr. Barnett that the applicant needs to abide by the format for demolition.   The format consists of proper documentation of the building by photographs (high resolution slides ASA 64 -100, or high pixel digital camera 4-5 meg.)   The same forms that were required for the Dunn Property demolition and other paperwork needs to be completed along with the historic information/ research on the property.   The building measurements need to be included along with a foot print drawing of the building.  There may be other items but the attending members can discuss what else they feel to be appropriate.   A copy of forms needs to be used and should come from the Chester County Historic Preservation Officer, Jane Davidson.

***
St Peter’s Catholic School-church

Beaver Creek and 82 - near Grossman Property- Catholic School Project, St. Peters

 No current action.

***

Hidden Meadows

Tabas Building on Swinehart Road - (Also known as Costa Homes) 
Offical name " Hidden Meadows"  Introduced 6-28-2002 and finalized 8-30-2004.
Original roadway may skirt the development and not be an issue.  The ruins on this property are identified on lot #4. WBHC would like to find out what if any plans there are for these ruins.  View of the submitted plans outlines some stone ruins designated for preservation.   A site visitation on  Sunday,  Nov. 28, 2004  10 AM to 100 PM yielded a finding of a piece of iron work from the stone ruins possibly the fireplace.  The iron work piece will be stored in the Twp building.

***

“Valley View” -   aka Worrell Farm, next to Volmecke property.    

Dr. Vilcheck would like to contact the developer to ask if they would consider keeping the stonewall that is slated to be removed due to the right of way.  He would also like to contact the family members (Carl and Lynn Pidge) to find out if they would be willing to share some family history or points of interest with WBHC. *** New information is now available that the property was recently sold and is currently for rent.  Dr. Vilcheck will contact the realtor to find out if WBHC can tour house and photograph the interior.

Dr. Vilcheck spoke to Lynn Pidge   regarding the house.  She indicated that the property had sold from Gentera to a new owner.  The property is currently listed for rent.    I contacted the realtor for permission to go thru the house.  An inspection was conducted by John F. Vilcheck and Joanne Conti.  Photos were taken.  Notes of importance:   We did find a wooden crane in the large hearth fireplace.  It was not readily visible and only showed up when the digital camera was used.   Pictures and short video of the house will be made part of the file. Old entry doors were of interest due to the hardware and construction.    

Construction has been started on this project and perhaps we should look to see if there are any arrowheads present.

***

Friendship School House – 

Recommendation re-worded and to forward to BOS.

 No current action   The WBHC does  recommend that the BOS approve the applicant’s tie into the sewage system.   The goal of the historic ordinance is to provide for viable and constructive re-use of historic assets.  As things currently exist, the schoolhouse is setting idle and can be better preserved by being converted into a residence.  It was obvious that the original owner, Mr. Di Obilda intended to convert the school house into living quarters  but never lived long enough to do so.

***
Antique Book of WBT-Donation to WBHC

A township resident, Leonard Brook , Manor Road, contacted the WBT regarding a ledger book that he found at a garage sale.  Mr. Brook asked if the WBHC was interested.  Dr. Vilcheck contacted Mr. Brook and he will drop the book off at Dr. Vilcheck’s office

4/5/04 Dr. Vilcheck left a message with Mr. Brook on March 1, 2004.   Mr. Brook called back and left a message that the book would be left at the township building.  Dr. Vilcheck will contact Joanne Ranck to see if it is there.

The book was left at the township building.  Dr. Vilcheck took possession of the book on  Friday March 26th, the day that Gail Woods and he met with Mr. Rambo..  A letter thanking the gentlemen should be sent out.

Plank Farm -aka Silver Bell Farm - Plank Property, Route 322
Presentation by Steve Janic and Leslie Wehr

Steve Janic presented the latest development plans that have been presented to the township for conditional use.  Steve does not want to obscure the house or the barn from 322.  Both the house and the barn are in good structural condition.  Leslie Wehr wants to use the barn for a landscaping and antique business.  Parking for 17 cars is proposed along with a walkway.  Rear parking behind the bank barn will also be available for about 12 spaces, this area will be available to unload containers of antiques that will be delivered several times each year. 

Leslie Wehr conducted presentation of her plans for the barn.  A copy of the PowerPoint is attached for review.

WBHC recommends plans as presented.

Dr. Vilcheck advised Steve Janic to contact PHMC to investigate any Indian artifacts on the land.

No current action.   Offer to use the site apparently has not materialized.

***
Kay Property on East Reeceville Rd.

Trees were cut down along the tree lined lane.  The township ordinance regarding tree removal of a certain size should be checked into.  Other tree have been harvested from other areas of the property bordering on the property of L. Thornbury of Hadfield Rd.

No further action information provided to Dale Barnett. Photos also provided.  

No current action.  Inquire of Mr. Barnett if any communication has occurred.

***
Property of Mary Ward, Springton Rd. & Route 322

Owned by a church group.  

 No current action.
***
Charles Emery & Betty Fleck Property,  Barn Conversion

Rebecca S. Johnson and Chester A. Johnson (deceased)

785 Reeceville Rd.

Coatesville, PA  19320

Parcel 29-7-117   formerly two parcels listed now as one.  Recently sold the barn parcel off to a separate party, address known as 781 Reeceville Rd.   Most likely the numbers are 29-7-117.1, and 29-7-117.2

Buyers:

Charles Emery
  

PO Box 229 

Malvern, PA  19355

Betty Fleck

 

90 Embreville Rd.

Downingtown, PA  19335

Contractor:

Mike Eckman
717-399-7244

Date Started - Feb. 15, 2004

Rough plans were submitted for the WBHC to review.  

WBHC believes that the barn will retain its historic character as an 1840 period barn.  Interior construction and design is the responsibility of the West Brandywine Codes officer. If possible WBHC would like the shed to tie into the barn at the existing roofline.  Because that roof line is part of the original barn structure design. 

Disposition paperwork completed and forwarded onto the township manager.  Comments on the paperwork to be confirmed at this meeting.  Paperwork needs to be sent onto the BOS for their confirmation.  

  
 PS  on a side note I have to report the resignations of Gail and Andy Woods from the HC.  Gail is resigning for personal reasons. 

In speaking with Mr. Barnett the BOS approved Mr. Emery’s plans to remove the shed and to insert the roof line above the existing roof insertion.  This approval by the BOS is contrary to  the recommendation that the WBHC made at our earlier meeting.  The WBHC recommended that the roofs insertion point remain the same and that the slope be changed to accommodate the depth of the garage that Mr. Emery was planning to build.
***
Island House

Dr. Vilcheck received a photograph of the Island House sent by Rick Steele. We will try to collect more information about this site. The site was used as a vacation house when it was first built.  It consisted of a wrap around porch, running water, electric utility was supplied from the West Brandywine side of the  of the creek thru what is now know as "Hills Over Pratts Dam".  A small veteran's group holds an annual picnic on or near the site. 

***

Old  Correspondence   April 2004

REED Road Bridge
Memo received from Jill Pike dated Friday 3-12-2004

jpike@wbrandywine.org

Good Morning,
Susan Lyons-Joell from AD Marble and Stone Co. would like someone from the commission to contact her.  The number is 484-533-2559.
Thank you,
Jill
Dr. Vilcheck contacted Susan Lyons and the call was concerning the bridge replacement on Reed Road.  The bridge is to the East side of the Rail Road right of way.   They wanted us to be apprised of the upcoming plans.  Dr. Vilcheck indicated that we were interested.

208 Hurley Road

Joseph & Patty Rubertone

Letter was received from the township regarding a proposed addition, with rough drawings enclosed.   No presentation at April 5, 2004 meeting.
It is recommended that we contact Mr. Barnett to see if any action is going to occur.  The applicants should approach the commission.  We should not be seeking them out.

July 4, 2004 Sunday 11:00 AM site inspection.  Mr. Alan Amenta,  Hugh Redditt and John Vilcheck visited the Rubertones this day to inspect the site.  Their plans are for the construction of a two story addition located to the south end of the current house.  This addition will attach to what is considered  a second addition to an original  stone house.  The original stone house was a single story, then apparently added a second story possibly due to damage by fire or larger family.  The stone structure did have a doorway which had been stoned up but the stone work shows the outlines.  Mr. Rubertone indicated that this portion of the house did have a second story porch that apparently went out towards the road.  He also felt that the latter addition was approximately 100 years old.

My opinion, John Vilcheck, is that the Rubertones are staying very true to the original designs of the house and will NOT upset the balance of things with their planned addition.  The plans appear to be beautifully done and have a very good flow with the older portions of the home.  The WBHC did recommend documenting the construction process via the use of a high pixel digital camera-on a daily basis,  or use of color slide film 64-100 ASA.  A copy of the plans and sketches should be made part of the file for this tax parcel. 

We need the measurements and the footprint of the house and addition.  No activity has occured since the July 4th inspection.

***
New Business 

ORAL History.

An outline for oral history should be set in the next news letter.  Guidelines and  suggestions about how to do the history should be posted.  It most likely will be more conducive for people to do this at home among themselves.  Rough draft of oral history guideline was placed in the Fall newsletter.

NO Meeting In Aug.

Aug. 2, 2004.  post in news letter.   

Change of meeting day Request.

Per the request of Mr. Amenta,  I (John Vilcheck) will recommend that the meetings of the WBHC be moved to the second Monday of the month at the same time.  Mr. Amenta has a commitment to attend mandatory meetings that have bearing on his employment.  I see no problem in asking the members to consider his request.   Since I can not be in attendance for July 12, 2004 I , John Vilcheck, will cast my vote for the approval for the above motion.  Please discuss and render a decision. 

Respectfully submitted: John Vilcheck
Mission of the West Brandywine Historic Commission:


Record historic sites in township-

Make recommendations when changes are proposed by developers or current property owners

A request came from Mrs. Dee Kuryloski , 570 West Kings Hwy,      of WBT to obtain the names of  some of the home owners in the Hatfield historic district.  The purpose of this is for the Chester County Hospital to set up a possible tour.   The parties will be contacted by mail by the hospital.  A hand written list will be compiled shortly.

Meeting adjourned 8:50 PM.  The next meeting is Oct. 11, 2004.,  Consider that we should not have a December meeting also.
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MEETING MINUTES   Oct. 11, 2004

West Brandywine Historical Commission

West Brandywine Historical Commission (WBHC) Members (attendees in bold)

Alan Amenta,  , Hugh Redditt, John Vilcheck, Jr., Jerry Wilmnzig 

No action taken due to lack of attendance.  Meeting merged with CATA (Coatesville Association Taxpayers Alliance)

Next meeting scheduled for Nov. 8, 2004.
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