
 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes of October 17, 2013 
Board of Supervisors 

 

Chairman Thomas McCaffrey called the West Brandywine Township (WBT) Board of 
Supervisors meeting of October 17, 2013 to order at 7:33 p.m. and led those present in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call of the Board of Supervisors (BoS) by Secretary/Treasurer 
Linda Formica noted Chairman McCaffrey, Vice-Chairman William Webb and Supervisor 
Josef G. Obernier, Sr. in attendance.  Also present were Public Works Director Thomas 
Eells, Codes Enforcement Officer Dale Barnett, and Officer Russell Moore.  
 
Acceptance of Minutes from Previous Meetings – September 5, 2013, September 19, 2013 
and October 3, 2013. – Supervisor Obernier made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes 
of September 5, 2013, September 19, 2013 and October 3, 2013, seconded by Chairman 
McCaffrey.  Board members Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye.  Vice-Chairman Webb 
voted aye for Minutes of September 19, 2013 but abstained from voting on September 5, 
2013 and October 3, 2013. 
 
Special Public Notification  
An executive session was scheduled this evening at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the 2014 budget. – 
No further comments. 

Treasurer’s Report  
General Fund   $    158,069.34 
Fire Appropriations Fund $      29,671.96   
K-9 Rudy Fund          $           295.46        
Open Space Fund  $      60,596.73  
Solid Waste & Recycling $    186,321.89 
Capital Equipment Fund $      57,931.38   
Developer Escrow Fund $    337,191.58 
State Liquid Fuel Fund $    122,650.33 
Revolving Reserve Fund $      33,168.15  
Police Pension Fund  $ 1,851,465.40 
Non-Uniform Pension Fund  $    443,719.00   
Payroll Fund   $      35,469.98      
Gen. Purpose Emerg. Fund $        3,001.92     
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Special Public Presentation 
 
Acknowledge children with plaque and certificate for good citizenship. – The BoS presented 
a Plaque and Certificate for Good Citizenship to the following children for coming to the 
aide of an individual who was seriously injured on September 14, 2013: 

• Alexa Grant 
• Amanda Grant 
• Matthew Grant 
• Olivia Devitt 
• Juliana Devitt 
• Julia Langdale 

Public Comments (residents or representatives of taxpayers of the Township requesting 
to be on the agenda)  

1.  Barry D. Parsons with regard to a letter of intent. – Barry Parsons submitted his  letter 
of resignation from the Historic Commission and Board of Appeals, effective November 
1, 2013.   

 
Chairman McCaffrey thanked Barry for his service and recommended something be 
created to commemorate his service.   

 
2. Mike Florian voiced his concern on the curbing in front of his house on Brandywine 

Drive.  What is left of the curb has deteriorated into chunks.  He asked that he be 
allowed to put in a temporary bump/curb, with the knowledge that possibly somewhere 
down the line, the Township does something permanently about the state of the curb.  
Chairman McCaffrey suggested that the Road Department look into this and perhaps put 
in the bump.  All three members of the BoS approved this suggestion.  Tom Eells stated 
that he has already looked into this problem and will schedule something to be done.  
Mr. Florian asked for a time frame due to the upcoming leaf collection, voicing his 
concern of damage to the equipment. Tom will meet with Mr. Florian within the next 
two weeks. 

 
Reports of Departments   

 
Officer Russell Moore gave the September 2013 Police Department report noting there were 
a total of 180 arrests for the month, personnel worked 1,246.5 hours,  788 complaints were 
addressed, and a total of 6,395  miles were patrolled.  

 
Public Works Director Tom Eells gave the September 2013 monthly report of the Public 
Works Department.  A total of 751 hours was worked by personnel, 1,358 miles were 
traversed in Township trucks, 105 hours were spent on Township equipment, and 532 gallons 
of fuel were consumed. Maintenance of the building and grounds, vehicles, equipment and 
roadways was performed during the month.  
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Codes Officer Dale Barnett gave the September 2013 monthly report for the Code Office.  7 
Building Permits were issued for the month with permit base fees collected of $1,004.00   1 
U&O permit issued with a fee of $0 collected,   15 U&O permits issued cursory,   20 
Contractors Licenses issued totaling $900.00.  A total of 25 inspections were completed (in-
house/on-site).  Total fees collected $1,904.00.   
 
Fire Inspector Dale Barnett gave the September 2013 monthly report.  A total of 23 campfire 
permits and 2 farming cleanup permits were issued.  

 
Chief John Edwards gave the September 2013 fire report for East Brandywine Fire 
Company.  He noted a total of 4 fire calls and 14 EMS calls were responded to in WBT, 3.20 
service hours; 63 miles were traversed in WBT, 148.6 gallons of fuel were consumed. 

 
Assistant Chief Bob Yearsley of Wagontown Fire Company gave the September 2013 fire 
report.  He noted a total of 1 call was responded to in WBT, 3.33 service hours, 139.5 gallons 
of fuel were consumed. 
 
Joe Kennedy of Westwood Fire Company gave the September 2013 Ambulance Report. He 
noted there were 37 calls for WBT, 17 of those were at Freedom Village (45.95%).  
 
Emergency Management Coordinator Doug Smith discussed the following: 
 

• On October 4, 2013 there was a table top active shooter exercise at Pope John Paul 
Regional Elementary School with the teachers and administrative office.  In 
attendance were West Brandywine Emergency Management, West Brandywine 
Police, Western Chester County Emergency S.W.A.T., Chester County Department 
of Emergency Services, and Chester County Safe School Coordinator.  They are 
currently working with Freedom Village to be a reception site in the event of a 
massive evacuation and relocation with parents.  This will be tested in the first quarter 
of 2014 in an active drill.   

 
• On October 11, 2013 flooding occurred on Icedale and Birdell Roads.  The western 

branch of the Brandywine rose to 6.5 feet.  Residents were notified of flooding 
conditions.  There were no incidents.   
 

Supervisor Obernier commented on how quick the flooding was identified and 
how thorough the team was with the notification getting out to the public.   

 
Reports of Organizations, Boards and Commissions   
 

1. Historic Commission – Jeff Grossman stated that with the resignation of Barry 
Parsons, they would be looking for volunteers.  In addition, discussion ensued in 
regards to Hide-A-Way Farms escrow. 
 

2. Parks and Recreation – No comments. 
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3. Planning Commission – Jack Conti discussed the following: 
 

• Harlan Corporation proposing to remove Lot 3A from the Brandywine 
Homeowners Association.   
 

• Jelkes Fabrication proposing a small addition to their building. 
 

4. Open Space Review Board – Jack Conti discussed the priorities for Open Space 
purchase. 
 

5. Municipal Authority – Supervisor Obernier stated there was nothing to report. 
 

6. Agricultural Security Area Committee – Rhonda Mowday is making a 
recommendation to initiate the full formal 7 year review without further delay.  
Chairman McCaffrey would like to see an ASA meeting and get this review going.  
He would also like to include in the review, an application to other large parcels to 
participate in the ASA.   
 
Doug Smith questioned the amount of fertilizer and pesticides associated with the 
various farms.  Rhonda informed Doug that there are requirements with EPA with 
this.    Supervisor Obernier asked Doug if he was looking to see what each farmer has 
or is he looking to educate the farmer.  After further discussion, Supervisor Obernier 
suggested to Doug he put an article together in the township newsletter geared 
towards everyone, not just the farm owners.   
 

7. Ad Hoc Review Committee – Rhonda Mowday stated there was nothing to report. 
 
Correspondence/Communications (information to note and act upon) 
 
Information to Act Upon 

a. Signing of escrow release #17 for the Hideaway Farms for $88,237.43. – Vice-
Chairman Webb made a motion to release escrow #17 for Hideaway Farms for 
$88,237.43, seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members Webb, Obernier 
and McCaffrey voted aye. 

 
b. The Township is in receipt of a letter from Alvaro Costa dated October 9, 2013 

with regard to the wood trail between lots 5 and 6 requesting an exemption for 
completing the wood trail according to the plans. – Supervisor Obernier 
suggested the area be turned into grass and maintained by the Road Department.  
Vice-Chairman Webb made a motion to accept Mr. Costas letter with the 
understanding that the Township will keep the additional escrow money for the 
future placement of the trail.  After further discussion, Supervisor Obernier made 
a motion to deny Alvaro Costa’s request regarding the wood trail between Lots 5 
and 6, requesting him to finish the trail, seconded by Chairman McCaffrey.  
Board members Obernier, McCaffrey and Webb voted aye. 
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c. The Township is in receipt of an escrow release request from Alvaro Costa dated 
August 29, 2013 requesting the Maintenance Escrow Bond in the amount of 
$49,025 be released for the Western side of Hidden Meadows for Sunshine Circle 
and Steven Way. – Vice-Chairman Webb made a motion to table this item until a 
letter is received from the Engineer that the above-referenced trail has been put in, 
seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members Webb, Obernier and 
McCaffrey voted aye. 

 
1. Information to Note 

 
a. The Fall/Winter newsletter is being mailed to residents on October 23rd. – No 

comments. 
 

b. The Township is in receipt of a letter from Mae Marie with regard to adding 
parcel 29-2-7 into the Township’s Agricultural Security Area. – Chairman 
McCaffrey asked that a record be kept for when the review is done. 

 
c. The Township is in receipt of correspondence from Trish Fagan of the Chester 

County Association of Township Officials dated October 5, 2013 regarding 
the Fall Convention, nominations for CCATO Officers, and the proposed 
revision to the CCATO Bylaws. – It was suggested that letters are sent to 
CCATO individually. 

 
d. The Township is in receipt of correspondence from Louis Belmonte of 

PennDot regarding the intersection of Route 82 and Cedar Knoll/E. 
Reeceville Road. The Public Works Director is scheduled to meet with Robert 
Kennedy, PennDot Chester County Maintenance Division, to discuss site 
distance improvements. – It is requested that the hump be removed and 
vegetation removed.  Public Works Director Tom Eells will keep the Board 
apprised of the meetings.  Chairman McCaffrey stated that since this is a State 
road, he does not want to see the Township putting any money into this 
project.  John Edwards stated that this intersection is responded to quite 
frequently as a result of auto accidents and would be happy to look at the 2012 
– 2013 data to support the number of times they responded to this area.  Doug 
Smith asked how much the property is Homeowners property and how much 
is Township and has the homeowners been approached.  Tom Eells informed 
Doug that none of it belongs to the Township and since this intersection 
involves all State roads, he doubts the State has approached any of the 
homeowners about acquiring property.  The Township, due to liability issues, 
cannot do anything about it.   

 
e. Thomas J. Anderson & Associates, Inc. has forwarded the Township 

information with regard to Act 30 and the need to adopt a resolution as it 
pertains to Police Officer contributions into the Uniform Pension Plan.  – No 
comments. 
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f. The Township is in receipt of correspondence from John E. Good Associates 
advising the Township of his 2014 rates (rate is the same as the last several 
years). – Vice-Chairman Webb asked Supervisor Obernier if John Good had 
presented the same letter to the Municipal Authority and would he be 
continuing to work with both the Township and Municipal Authority.  
Supervisor Obernier stated that he believe John would. Discussion ensued on 
legal bills and how it should be handled with notifying the other Board 
members.  Ed Pristernick also commented on this discussion. 

 
g. The Township is in receipt of correspondence from James W. MacCombie, Jr. 

P.E., advising the Township of their 2014 rates. (rates are the same as last 
year with the exception of the Design Engineer). – No additional comments. 

 
h. The Township is in receipt of the Municipal Authority’s 2012 Financial Audit. 

– No further comments. 
 

Public Hearings (Ordinances as advertised) – N/A 

Old Business from the Floor 

1. Ed Pristernick questioned what type of saving the Township has seen with having 
Friday’s off.  He stated that it is an inconvenience to the residents to have this.  Vice-
Chairman Webb stated that all three Board members voted for it and that it would go 
until November 1st at which point a decision would be made.  Chairman McCaffrey 
does not believe this is saving money, and that the best thing to do would be to pick a 
day to be closed, i.e. every third Friday.  Supervisor Obernier stated that during the 
course of the last Financial Committee meeting held, he had mentioned to the 
Committee that he had received some negative feedback that the building being 
closed on Friday was a problem for some.  One item discussed, was that it has been a 
difficult year for the staff and that they all appreciated having a long 3-day weekend.  
Another topic that came up was, if one person out of that group were to be at the 
Township on Friday, and possibly take a Monday off, there would be someone 
answering the phones at the Township five days a week.  The Committee will discuss 
this and figure out a way to do this.  Ed also asked what all would be looked at when 
deciding if this has been beneficial or not.  Tom Eells stated that he finds the Road 
Department to be much more productive with a 4-day week and longer days.  
Discussion ensued on how this would affect over time.   
 

2. Doug Smith stated that several weeks back he volunteered to be part of the Safety 
Committee and questioned how it was resolved.  Linda Formica informed Doug that 
the Committee will have meet on a regular basis and that she will contact Doug with 
additional information.   
 

3. Doug Smith withdrew his request to attend the CCATO meeting in November.   

Old Business from Board – N/A 
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New Business    
 

1. The Board of Supervisors to consider adopting the following policies: 
a. Non-Disclosure 
b. Personnel Records 
c. Credit/Debit Card Policy 
d. Vehicle Use Policy 
e. Petty Cash Policy 
f. Mileage Reimbursement Policy 
g. Medical Reimbursement Policy 

 
Vice-Chairman Webb made a motion to adopt all above-referenced policies, 
seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members Webb, Obernier and 
McCaffrey voted aye.  Supervisor Obernier asked that Linda Formica send 
with memo to sign. 

 
2. The Board to discuss Resolution #15-2013 Internment Resolution. – Vice-Chairman 

Webb explained what this Resolution is and stated he would like to see the Township 
collect the fee that is already in place, allowing the Codes Department to send a letter 
requiring an inspection of the burial area showing the soils are not wetland soils.   
Chairman McCaffrey cannot support the resolution as written because it was created 
for internment that took place in wetlands, or soils that could be classified as 
wetlands.  It wasn’t designed to have a fee for every internment.  It was designed to 
safeguard the Township’s health and welfare by making sure nobody was placed into 
the water table.  Doug Smith questioned the law about having to have bodies buried 
in metal boxes.  Further discussion ensued. 

New Business from the Floor – N/A 

New Business from the Board   
  

1. Resignation of Barry Parsons.  – Supervisor Obernier made a motion to except the 
resignation of Barry Parsons from the Historic Commission and Board of Appeals, 
and to also recognize Barry for his years of service and present him with a plaque 
noting his accomplishments, seconded by Vice-Chairman Webb with regrets.  Board 
members Obernier, Webb and McCaffrey voted aye. 
 

2. Lien for Golf Zone – Supervisor Obernier stated the Township has an amusement tax 
that has been unpaid, going back 1 ½ years, from the Golf Zone.  During an executive 
session, Tom Eells informed the Board that this property is going to be going up for 
auction.  Supervisor Obernier asked him if it was a Sheriffs auction or a regular 
auction. Tom stated it was a regular auction.  Supervisor Obernier made a motion to 
put a lien again the Golf Zone property so that when the sale goes through; the tax is 
paid, seconded by Vice-Chairman Webb.  Board members Obernier, Webb and 
McCaffrey voted aye.  Chairman McCaffrey asked that this lien also include the 
required refurbishment of the historical building that was supposed to have had things 
done to it.  Tom Eells asked Jeff Grossman if there is a record of what all was 
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requested.  Chairman McCaffrey asked Linda Formica to look into the original 
agreement.  It was listed in the original agreement that the residence and the barn 
were to be maintained and refurbished.  Supervisor Obernier also asked Linda to get 
that information to the Township’s engineer, MacCombie, so that a cost can be 
generated, in order to process the lien with the District Justice.  Chairman McCaffrey 
also made a motion to file a lien, and research what the Township is out of, i.e.: taxes, 
restorations or refurbishment of the Historical buildings, seconded by Supervisor 
Obernier.  Board members McCaffrey, Obernier and Webb voted aye.   

 
3. Vice-Chairman Webb noted to the BoS, he received confirmation from Eric Brown 

that he and Eric will be negotiating with the Police Department on November 5, 2013 
at 4:00PM.   
 

Ordinances and Resolutions  
 

1. Resolution #13-2013: Acknowledging contribution and accomplishments of former 
CCATO Secretary Patricia Morrison. – Vice-Chairman Webb made a motion to pass 
Resolution #13-2013: Acknowledging contribution and accomplishments of former 
CCATO Secretary Patricia Morrison, seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board 
members Webb, Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye. 

 
2. Resolution #14-2013: Police Officer’s contributions to the Police Uniform Pension 

Plan. – Supervisor Obernier made a motion to adopt Resolution #14-2013:  Police’s 
Officer’s contribution to the Police Uniform Pension Plan, seconded by Vice-
Chairman Webb.  Board members Obernier, Webb and McCaffrey voted aye. 

 
3. Resolution #15-2013: Internment Inspection Fee - Supervisor Obernier made a 

motion to adopt Resolution #15-2013:  Internment Inspection Fee, seconded by Vice-
Chairman Webb. Board members Obernier and Webb voted aye. Chairman  
McCaffrey voted against. 

 
Public Comments (individuals not on the agenda) – N/A 
 
Developer Presentations – N/A 
 
Open Issues before the Township 
 

1. The Township is in the process of looking into ways to repair Lafayette Road (est. 
cost $45,000 + engineering & permit fees) and Pratts Dam Road. – No comments. 
 

2. The Board is exploring options regarding new financial software. – No comments. 
 

3. The Township is in the process of preparing an Ordinance as it pertains to the 
Airport Hazard Area zoning.  – Supervisor Obernier stated that this Ordinance has 
been completed and should have been sent to the Planning Commission for their 
review.   
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4. The Township is in the process of preparing an Ordinance to amend sections of the 

Township’s Outdoor Lighting requirements for presentation to the Township’s 
Planning Commission and the County Planning Commission. – Ordinance not yet 
completed.   
 

5. The Township continues its efforts to look for funding for a permanent fix for Icedale 
Road Bridge. – Tom Eells announced that the Road Department is working 
extensively on this project.  Once the bridge is back open and inspections and 
approvals are obtained, the Township will proceed with applying for funding for 
future bridge replacement. 
 

6. The Public Works Department continues their work to repair Icedale Road Bridge. – 
No further comments. 
 

General Obligation Note (Emmaus Bond Pool Adjustable Rate Bond for the Twp. and 
Public Works Facility/Park Construction: interest rate for the month is 1.35%) – No further 
comments. 
 
Review and Payment of Bills  
 

1. General Fund 
 

2. Fire Appropriations Fund 
 

3. Open Space Fund 
 

4. Solid Waste Fund 
 

5. State Liquid Fuels Fund 
 

Vice-Chairman Webb made a motion to pay all bills with the exception of Cedar 
Grove Environmental and William Webb, seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  
Board members Webb, Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye. 

 
Vice-Chairman Webb made a motion to pay Cedar Grove Environmental ($83.00), 
seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members Webb and Obernier voted aye.  
Chairman McCaffrey abstained, as he works at Cedar Grove. 

 
Supervisor Obernier made a motion to pay William Webb for mileage 
reimbursement going to PSATS, seconded by Chairman McCaffrey.  Board 
members Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye.  Vice-Chairman Webb abstained.   
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Upcoming Meetings/Events  
 

1. Open Space Review Board, Thursday, October 24, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2. Planning Commission, Thursday, October 24, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

3. WBT Ad Hoc Review Committee, Tuesday, November 5, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 
(Cancelled) 

 
4. Board of Supervisors, Thursday, November 7, 2013 (Cancelled) 

 
5. Historic Commission, Monday, November 11, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
6. Parks and Recreation Board, Tuesday, November 12, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
7. Municipal Authority, Thursday, November 14, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
8. Board of Supervisors, Thursday, November 21, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business before the Board, Vice-Chairman Webb motioned to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:49 p.m.  Supervisor Obernier seconded the motion.  Board members Webb, 
Obernier, and McCaffrey voted aye in favor of adjournment.  
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