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Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 

June 19, 2014 

 

Chairman William Webb called the West Brandywine Township (WBT) Board of Supervisors 

meeting of June 19, 2014 to order at 7:37 p.m. and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call of the Board of Supervisors (BoS) by Secretary/Treasurer Linda Formica noted 

Chairman William Webb, Vice-Chairman Doug Smith and Supervisor Josef G. Obernier, Sr. in 

attendance.  Also present were Interim Township Manager Dale Barnett and Lieutenant Jeffrey 

Kimes. 

 

Acceptance of Minutes from Previous Meetings – June 5, 2014    

 

Motion by: Vice-Chairman Smith   Seconded by: Chairman Webb  

In favor: Ch. Webb, VC Smith   Abstained: Supervisor Obernier 

 

Supervisor Obernier abstained because he believes there was an incorrect vote on his 

part. 

 

Special Recognition – N/A 

 

Public Notification – N/A 

 

Public Comments (residents or representatives of taxpayers of the Township requesting to be on 

the Agenda) 

 

1. James Reif from the Chester County Boy Scouts with regard to honoring Eagle Scouts 

within the Township’s borders. – Mr. Reif thanked the Board for allowing the Scouts to 

hold their Court of Honors at the Township.  Discussion ensued on an Eagle Scout 

Project, mounting a Plaque within the building with all names of Township scouts 

achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. 

 

2. Dr. Pristernik to read an informational statement. – Dr. Pristernik read out loud a letter 

requesting the BoS relieve Ron Rambo of his duties and requested that this letter be made 

a part of the meeting minutes.   Discussion ensued among the Board, Dr. Pristernik, Lori 

Petrie Formica, and Brian Formica. 
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Treasurer’s Report  

General Fund    $    371,964.98     

Fire Appropriations Fund  $      70,471.00         

Open Space Fund   $      62,895.91     

Solid Waste & Recycling  $    272,961.55 

Escrow Fund    $    303,077.08 

State Liquid Fuel Fund  $    121,508.38       

Revolving Reserve Fund  $      93,504.59           

Police Pension Fund   $ 2,065,605.36 

Non-Uniform Pension Fund   $    386,083.55    

Payroll Fund    $       5,164.69                     

 

Department Reports & Reports of Organizations, Boards and Commissions  

 

Lieutenant Kimes gave the May 2014 Police Department report noting there were a total of  252  

arrests for the month, personnel worked 1,211 hours, 603  complaints were addressed, and a total 

of 6,191  miles were patrolled.  

 

Dale Barnett, on behalf of Public Works Director Tom Eells gave the April 2014 monthly report.  

678.5 man hours worked, total hours on equipment 231, total fuel consumed 970.9 gallons. – 

Allan Smith asked if the Icedale Bridge repair is completed and asked about the brush pick up 

resuming.  Note:  May 2014 report to be given at next meeting. 

  

Codes Officer Dale Barnett gave the May 2014 monthly report for the Codes Office.  15 

Building Permits were issued for the month with permit base fees collected of $6,436.00; 

Occupancy fees collected totaled $125.00;   13 Contractors Licenses issued totaling $585.00. A 

total of 24 inspections were completed (in-house/on-site).  Total fees collected $7,146.00   

 

Fire Inspector Dale Barnett gave the May 2014 monthly report.  A total of 41 campfire permits 

and 3 farming cleanup permits were issued.  

 

Chief John Edwards gave the May 2014 fire report for East Brandywine Fire Company.  He 

noted the total fire calls were responded to in WBT and gallons of fuel consumed.   

 July 19th East Brandywine Fire Company will be having their annual Chicken B-B-Q. 

  

Deputy Chief Bob Yearsley gave the May 2014 fire report for Wagontown Fire Company.  He 

noted a total of 7 calls were responded to in WBT,  172 gallons of fuel were consumed. 

 

Chief John Sly gave the May 2014 Ambulance Report for Westwood Fire Company. He noted 

there were 41  calls for WBT of those calls 10 were for Freedom Village. The annual Fund 

Raiser for their ambulance services was sent out. 

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Doug Smith gave the May 2014 EMC Report –  

 Training for active shooting or similar situation was held at Pope John Paul II along with 

Chester County Emergency Services and Sheriff’s Department.  Freedom Village will be 
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the reunification site for the students and staff members.   A full-blown drill will occur on 

October 11, 2014. Further information to follow. 

 

 Vice-Chairman Smith was asked by Sister Ann from PJPII to speak in front of the entire 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia in September concerning emergency operation plans for 

schools.   

 

Reports of Organizations, Boards and Commissions  

 

1. Historic Commission – Not present. 

 

2. Parks and Recreation – Not present.  Chairman Webb personally thanked Terri Kelly, 

Karen Sload, and Linda Formica for their participation with the Car Show.   

 

3. Planning Commission –  Jack Conti gave the May 2014 report.   

a. Concern was brought to the PC in regards to the entrance/exit of the Brandywine 

YMCA.   

b. PC met with Township Solicitor to discuss the land development process and 

procedures. 

 

4. Open Space Review Board – N/A  

 

5. Municipal Authority – Supervisor Obernier gave the May 2014 report.   

a. The MA is moving ahead with installing water meters on lots that have on-site 

wells.  The purpose of the meter is to determine how many gallons are used so 

that payments can be calculated for the Authority for the use of sewage.  Allen 

Smith asked what maintenance the homeowner has.  Supervisor Obernier 

suggested he attend the next MA meeting. 

b. Discussion ensued with Dr. Pristernik, Joe Morris and Frank Keegan on the 

General Obligation Bond.  After lengthy discussion, Supervisor Obernier 

suggested they attend the next MA meeting to discuss. 

 

6. Agricultural Security Area Committee – N/A 

 

7. Ad Hoc Review Committee – N/A  

 

Correspondence/Communications (information to note and act upon) 

1. Information to Act Upon 

a. The Township is in receipt of a proposal from McCormick Taylor to provide for 

the development of a Comprehensive Plan for Roadway Maintenance. – Tabled. 

                                

b. Motion: Appoint Yerkes and Associates [as alternate zoning officer/building 

inspector/code officer] in accordance with the terms set forth in the fee schedule 

presented.   
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      Motion by: Chairman Webb   Seconded by: Vice-Chairman Smith  

In favor: All   Opposed: None 

 

c. Motion:  Recommend hiring Melissa Werner temporary 40 hrs per week with time 

off benefits and no health care. – Discussion ensued among the Board, Frank 

Keegan, Jack Conti and Ed Pristernik. 

 

     Motion by: Chairman Webb   Seconded by: Vice-Chairman Smith  

     In favor: All   Opposed: None 

 

d. Recommend hire of part time Public Works employee. – Tabled until next 

meeting. 

 

e. Chairman to sign Fleet Services contact update form. – Removing Ron Rambo 

from Sonoco credit cards. 

 

     Motion by: Vice-Chairman Smith   Seconded by: Supervisor Obernier  

     In favor: All   Opposed: None 

 

f. Discussion to authorize Eric Brown, Esq. to proceed with disbanding the 

municipal authority. 

 

     Motion by: Chairman Webb    Seconded by: Vice-Chairman Smith  

 

Vice-Chairman Smith amended the motion to have Eric Brown, Esq. draft an 

Ordinance to disband the Municipal Authority and bringing it in house.  

Chairman Webb accepted the amendment.  Supervisor Obernier questioned the 

impact on the residents.  Further discussion ensued among the Board, Dr. 

Pristernik, Joe Boldaz, Allen Smith, Bohdan Szerenga, Sue Bowar, Chuck 

Hossack, Frank Keegan, and Jack Conti. 

 

     In favor: Ch. Webb, VC Smith   Opposed: Supervisor Obernier 

  

2. Information to Note 

a. Year 11 MS4 Annual Report that was prepared by MacCombie’s office has been 

submitted.  – No comments. 

b. The Township is in receipt of correspondence from the Pennsylvania Office of the 

Governor forwarded to West Brandywine by Becky Corbin regarding available 

funding for energy development authority grants and loans. – No comments 

c. The 2013 ARLE grant that was not awarded to us was sent to McCormick Taylor 

for review and enhancing for the 2014 ARLE grant submission. – No comments. 

 

Public Hearings (Ordinances as advertised) – N/A 

Old Business – N/A 
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Old Business from the Floor 

1.  Jack Conti questioned the newsletter, suggesting more ads and more often. 

 

Old Business from Board 

1. Discussion ensued on the Jelkes Icedale Bridge plaque sign.   Supervisor Obernier made 

a motion for Dale Barnett to move forward on getting a sign made, seconded by Vice-

Chairman Smith.  Board members Obernier, Smith and Webb voted aye. 

New Business  

1. Recommendations of the Township’s Planning Commission (1st mtg of month only) – N/A 

2. Western Chester County COG update (1st mtg of month only) – N/A 

3. The Board to set up a meeting to discuss the Act 537 plan. – Will meet with Dave Porter 

from MacCombie’s office on July 17th at 5:00 p.m.   

4. Sheila Fleming is requesting to attend a BoS meeting or Planning Commission meeting to 

report on the proposed projects in our Draft Strategic Action Plan of the Brandywine 

Creek Greenway in order to obtain feedback and comments from the Township. – 

Chairman Webb suggested Sheila attend the Planning Commission meeting first. 

 

New Business from the Floor  

1. Allen Smith asked why he did not receive the Agenda until 5:04 p.m. in his email.  

Supervisor Obernier explained that there were items added late to the Agenda.   

 

New Business from the Board 

1. Vice-Chairman Smith spoke with Township Solicitor regarding sending a letter to Judge 

Mahan on the sentencing of Ron Rambo as far as the impact on the Township.  Vice-

Chairman Smith made a motion to work on writing a Victim’s Letter in a form agreeable 

to the majority of the Board, seconded by Chairman Webb.  Board members Smith and 

Webb voted aye.  Supervisor Obernier voted no.  

2. Chairman Webb asked where the Township is at with setting up times to meet with those 

who are interested in being on the Citizen’s Finance Committee.  Dale Barnett stated that 

the Township has received letters of interest.  It was requested that they submit a resume 

along with their letter of interest to the Board for the July 3rd meeting.   

 

Ordinances and Resolutions 

1. Resolution #07-2014: Professional Consultant Fee Schedule -  

    Motion by: Supervisor Obernier   Seconded by: Vice-Chairman Smith  

    In favor: All   Opposed: None 

 

Public Comments (individuals not on the agenda) 

1. Bohdan Szerenga was instructed to direct his permit concerns to the Zoning Appeal 

Board.   

Developer Presentations – N/A  

 

Open Issues before the Township 

1. Ordinance Outdoor lighting status. – In process.  No new information. 
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2. Road Repair - Lafayette & Pratts Dam. – In process.  No new information. 

3. The Public Works Director continues his efforts to resolve site distance issues at the 

intersection of Route 82 and Cedar Knoll/E. Reeceville Road and is looking into a 

flashing light system. – Supervisor Obernier stated the flashing light system is expensive, 

$50,000-$100,000. 

4. The Township is looking into alternatives with regard to using the SPCA. – To be 

removed. 

5. Traffic Study SR 82 and E. Reeceville Road and Cedar Knoll Road. – No new 

information. 

 

General Obligation Note - N/A 

 

EFT’s (Electronic Funds Transfer) to Note – N/A 

 

Review and Payment of Bills  

1. General Fund      $45,699.29 

2. Solid Waste Fund     $44,801.72 

3. State Liquid Fuels Fund    $96,217.22 

 

Motion to pay all bills by: Vice-Chairman Smith   Seconded by: Supervisor Obernier  

In favor: All   Opposed: None 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events  

 

1. Open Space Review Board, Thursday, June 26th at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Planning Commission, Thursday, June 26th at 7:30 p.m. 

3. Ad Hoc Review Committee, Tuesday, July 1st at 6:30 p.m. 

4. Board of Supervisors, Thursday, July 3rd at 7:30 p.m.  

5. Parks and Recreation Board, Tuesday, July 8th at 7:00 p.m. 

6. Historic Commission, Monday, July 14th at 7:30 p.m. 

7. Municipal Authority, Thursday, July 10th at 7:30 p.m. 

  

There being no further business before the Board, Supervisor Obernier motioned to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:49 p.m.  Vice-Chairman Smith seconded the motion.  Board members Obernier, 

Smith and Webb voted aye in favor of adjournment.  

 






