
 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes of June 6, 2013 
Board of Supervisors 

 

 
Chairman McCaffrey called the West Brandywine Township (WBT) Board of Supervisors meeting of June 6, 
2013 to order at 7:32 p.m. and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call of the Board of Supervisors 
(BoS) by Secretary/Treasurer Formica noted Supervisor’s Thomas J. McCaffrey and Josef  G. Obernier, Sr. in 
attendance.  Vice-Chairman William E. Webb arrived at 8:00 p.m.  Also present were Thomas Eells, Public 
Works Director and Dale Barnett, Code Enforcement Officer. 
  
Acceptance of Minutes from Previous Meetings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
March 21, 2013, April 4, 2013, May 2, 2013, May 16, 2013.  (The minutes of May 2, 2013 and May 16, 2013 
have not yet been distributed for approval).  Supervisor Obernier motioned to approve the minutes of March 21, 
2013 and April 4, 2013, seconded by Chairman McCaffrey.  Board members Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye.    
 
Public Notification  
A BoS executive session meeting was held on June 5th for personnel issues. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - N/A 
 
Special Public Presentations - none 
 
Public Comments (residents/ representatives of taxpayers of the Township requesting to be on agenda).  – None. 
 
Reports of Departments, Organizations, Boards and Commissions – N/A 
 
Correspondence/Communications (Information to act upon) 
Review and discuss the acceptance of the lowest audit bid, which was from St. Clair CPA’s in the amount of 
$14,000 that was sought through PennBid and was tabled at the May 10, 2013 Board meeting.  Chairman 
McCaffrey motioned to approve the bid from St. Clair CPA for audit, seconded by Vice-Chairman Webb.  Board 
members Obernier, Webb and McCaffrey voted aye.   After further discussion, Chairman McCaffrey rescinded 
his vote stating he originally thought this audit was for the annual audit of Township books, not for further 
investigation into misappropriation of funds.   Supervisor Obernier asked Vice-Chairman Webb his thoughts.  
Vice-Chairman Webb stated that they were following the advice of Counsel to do the audit, but is fine with 
tabling this until a date after any judicial proceedings.  The following residents spoke to the issue:  Dr. Pristernik, 
Rhonda Mowdy, Mike Canal, Doug Smith, Jack Conti, Sandy Parks, Kristin Boldaz, Joe Boldaz, Sue Bower and 
Cathleen Fransicus.   After a lengthy discussion, Vice-Chairman Webb motioned to table further discussion until 
the next meeting, and have Linda Formica contact Township Auditor and John Good, Esq. for cost and legalities 
to do this audit along with yearly audit, seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members Webb,  Obernier, and 
McCaffrey voted aye.    
 
Review and acceptance of the multi-municipal paving bid that the Township will be participating in with Caln 
Township and West Bradford Township.  Public Works Director Tom Eells briefly explained the seal coat 
description and how the price was broken down through Bid Specs. Chairman McCaffrey expressed his concerns 
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of not taking full advantage of services available through this process warranting the lowest cost for the 
Township.  Public Works Director Tom Eells further explained the seal coat costs and what the lowest costs were.  
Township resident Al Smith questioned if the Township has a paving program set up within the Township to 
handle this type of repair.  Discussion ensued regarding road paving budgeting. Chairman McCaffrey motioned to 
approve the lowest bidder held by Martins Paving, seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members McCaffrey 
and Obernier voted aye.    
 
At this time it was noted that Vice-Chairman Webb arrived at the meeting. 
 
Correspondence/Communications (Information to Note) 
The Township is in receipt of an updated spreadsheet from Ron Rambo for consulting work done for West 
Brandywine Township.  Chairman McCaffrey stated the Township has an estimate and number of hours to project 
a cost for the consulting work. 
 
The Summer 2013 Township Newsletter is being prepared; all articles are due on Monday, June 10th.  – No 
comments. 
 
Permission forms were sent out on Thursday, May 23, 2013 to property owners with on-lot sewage disposal 
systems as part of the sewage needs identification process for the Act 537 Plan.  – Township resident Jack Conti 
questioned the reason behind this survey.  Linda Formica explained the reason behind the survey and also noted 
that residents do not have to grant permission for entering onto their property.   
 
The Code Officer has requested CASD provide copies of their plans on a CD in a PDF format to provide to 
emergency services in an event of a crisis situation.  – No comments. 
 
The Township is in receipt of correspondence from John Good dated May 29, 2013 regarding The Harlan 
Corporations lot change request for the Brandywine View Project.  – John Good, Esq. reviewed plans and 
suggests that the documents be further reviewed by Herbert MacCombie, Township Engineer.  George Harlan, 
owner of Brandywine View stated that the plans were sent to MacCombie.  Chairman McCaffrey referenced a 
letter from MacCombie stating there are certain issues that must be cleared up.  Supervisor Obernier asked Code 
Enforcement Officer Dale Barnett if those issues have been resolved.  After further discussions among the Board 
and Mr. Harlan, Supervisor Obernier motioned to approve the lot change, seconded by Vice-Chairman Webb.  
Board members Obernier, Webb and McCaffrey voted aye. 
 
The Township is in receipt of correspondence dated May 14, 2013 from the Chester County Agricultural Land 
Preservation Board with regard to farmland preservation applications for the Commonwealth Program and the 
Chester County Challenge Grant Program.   Chairman McCaffrey explained briefly on what these programs 
were.  No further comments. 
        
Public Hearings (Ordinances as advertised) 
 
Old Business 
The Township is in the process of preparing Ordinance No. 2013-01 as it pertains to the Airport Hazard Area 
zoning.  – No comments. 
 
The Township is in the process of preparing an Ordinance to amend sections of the Township’s Outdoor Lighting 
requirements for presentation to the Township’s Planning Commission and the County Planning Commission.  – 
No comments. 
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The Township is to revisit the complaint from William Yobbagy of Camberly Court regarding a vacant 
home in Suttonwoods concerning who the responsible party is for maintenance since this item was 
tabled at the March 21 BoS meeting until the Spring. – No comments. 
 
Old Business from the Floor – Township resident Sue Bower questioned having no money to fix the roads, 
asking if this is something that should be put in budget.  Township resident Joe Boldaz questioned if the 
Township does an annual assessment of the roads within the Township.  Chairman McCaffrey stated that one was 
done within the past year.  There are some roads that need a top coat to maintain them, and are making 
arrangements to do that, but do not believe there is a large area of base failure that has to be addressed at this time.  
Further discussion ensued.   Vice-Chairman Webb suggested to the Board look at Township roads and make an 
assessment of what the current state is.    
 
Old Business from the Board - None 
 
New Business  
Approval of release request #16 for the Hide Away Farms Project in the amount of $56,523.20.  – Vice-
Chairman Webb motioned to approve release request #16 for Hide Away Farms in the amount of $56,523.20, 
seconded by Supervisor Obernier.   Board members Webb, Obernier, and McCaffrey voted aye. 
 
Recommendations of the Township’s Planning Commission – None 
 
George Harlan is seeking approval to remove Lot 2A from the HOA. (MacCombie’s office commented 
that Mr. Harlan needed to get the plan signed by all parties owning lots and didn’t think this was done 
yet, Dale Barnett stated that the HOA documents have to be revised also – the recommendation is to 
table this.  – Chairman McCaffrey stated that this was already discussed earlier in meeting.  No further 
comments. 
 
The Township is in receipt of a letter dated May 30th from John Polakowski on behalf of the Western Chester 
County Council of Governments with regard to compiling a list of developable commercially zoned parcels. - 
Supervisor Obernier explained this is meant to go onto the Chester County Planning Commission to help market 
and bring businesses into Chester County.  Code Enforcement Officer Dale Barnett to work on this project. 
 
The Board to discuss changing the July 3, 2013 and the August 1, 2013 Board of Supervisors meeting dates. – 
Chairman Webb motioned to cancel the July 3rd Township meeting, seconded by Supervisor Obernier.   Board 
members Webb, Obernier, and McCaffrey voted aye.  The August 1st Township meeting will remain as scheduled. 
 
The Township is in receipt of Ordinances 2013-04, 2013-05, 2013-06 from Ron Rambo with regard to the 
Township’s newly accepted public streets.  – Township business to note.  No action required. 
 
The Township is receipt of correspondence dated May 28, 2013 from John Good regarding Ordinances 2013-04, 
2013-05, and 2013-06.  – Vice-Chairman Webb motioned to authorize Linda Formica to advertise Ordinances 
2013-04, 2013-05 and 2013-06, seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members Webb, Obernier, and 
McCaffrey voted aye.   
 
New Business from the Floor  
Mike Canal questioned the School Board wanting to make a wooded lot behind Friendship Elementary a 
commercial property.  Also requested additional agendas be made available at Township meetings.   
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Dr. Pristernik questioned right-to-know in regard to burn permits, are permits publicized?  Chairman McCaffrey 
advised Dr. Pristernik to call into the Township office to verify permits.  Linda Formica stated that the residents 
can also call the Police Department for verification. 
 
Rhonda Mowdy questioned the Reports of Committees.  Vice-Chairman Webb informed Rhonda that Reports 
would be at the next meeting. 
 
John Conti questioned the Board if any plans are in the works for a new Township Manager.  Board informed Mr. 
Conti that any position would be published in the newspaper and on the Township web site. 
 
New Business from the Board  
Supervisor Obernier stated that since December 2012 he has been attending monthly meetings of the 
consolidation of Martins Corner to Wagontown, said consolidation meeting was started by West Caln Township.  
Supervisor Obernier pointed out that since January 2013 no representative from Martins Corner has come to the 
Township meetings to give a report and questioned their fuel usage.   After a brief discussion, he presented to the 
Board Resolution 07-2013 and Resolution 08-2013.  Vice-Chairman Webb agreed with Supervisor Obernier.  
Township resident Rhonda Mowdy voiced her concern of public safety.  Supervisor Obernier reiterated that 
Wagontown goes to every call.   Chairman McCaffrey questioned the legalities of making this change other than 
at the organizational meetings.  Supervisor Obernier stated that Wagontown is aware of the change and that he 
was meeting with Chester County DES to affect the transition, but needed copies of the resolutions.   
 
Ordinances and Resolutions  
Resolution #06-2013: Tax Collection Committee (TCC) Delegate Appointment – Vice-Chairman Webb motioned 
to adopt Resolution 06-2013, which would be Linda Formica, Josef G. Obernier, Sr., and Thomas J. McCaffrey 
Jr., seconded by Supervisor Obernier.  Board members Webb and Obernier voted aye.  Chairman McCaffrey 
voted nay. 
 
Supervisor Obernier motioned to adopt Resolution # 07-2013 and Resolution #08-2013, seconded by Vice-
Chairman Webb.  Board members Webb and Obernier voted aye.  Chairman McCaffrey voted nay. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Developer presentations 
Brandywine YMCA Expansion (EBWA #3922) The Township is in receipt of 12 copies of a sketch plan for a 
building and parking expansion to the Brandywine YMCA. The expansion is to provide additional facilities to the 
YMCA to better serve the community. – Robert Adams, Esq. and EBWA representative Andy Eberwein 
explained their proposed expansion.   Vice-Chairman Webb questioned how much additional sewer capacity will 
be required. Andy Eberwein was unable to give that information at this time.  Supervisor Obernier suggested he 
attend the next Municipal Authority meeting, which Andy agreed to do.  Supervisor Obernier also voiced his 
concern on lighting issues and on the retention basin concerning maintenance.  Richard Guest asked that the 
traffic congestion be addressed or managed.  Andy stressed that this project is just in the initial expansion stage 
and will adhere to Township requirements and will take all comments into consideration during the planning 
process.   
 
Open Issues before the Township –  
The Township continues their work on updating the Township’s Act 537 Plan, the projected completion date   by 
the Township Engineer is sometime in June. – No comments. 
 
The Township continues its work on the Township’s Agricultural Security Area update.  – Rhonda Mowday 
presented to the Board and Linda Formica copies of most current information on status of ASA, which has been 
recommended by both the Agricultural Land Preservation Board and Chester County Planning Commission to go 
ahead and initiate the 7 year review. 
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The Township is awaiting the revised documentation to submit to PennDot officials to allow the use of Liquid 
Fuel Funds for the purchase of the Icedale Road bridge materials for its reconstruction. – No comments. 
 
General Obligation Note  
(Emmaus Bond Pool Adjustable Rate Bond for the Twp. and Public Works Facility/Park Construction: interest 
rate for the week is 1.35%). - There were no comments.  
 
Review and Payment of the Bills 
Secretary/Treasurer Formica noted the General Fund bills total $145,198.40, Fire Appropriations Fund bills total 
$851.91, Open Space bills total $30,000.00, Solid Waste bills total $11,375.81, and State Liquid Fuels bills total 
$1,142.36.  Vice-Chairman Webb reviewed the bills, found them in order, and motioned payment. Supervisor 
Obernier seconded the motion. Board members McCaffrey, Webb, and Obernier voted aye.  
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events  

• Historic Commission, Monday, June 10, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 
• Parks and Recreation Board, Tuesday, June 11, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Municipal Authority, Thursday, June 13, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 
• Park & Rec Car Show, Sunday, June 16, 2013  at 3:00 p.m. & Chico’s Vibe at 6:00 p.m. 
• Board of Supervisors, Thursday, June 20, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 
• Open Space Review Board, Thursday, June 27, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Planning Commission, Thursday, June 27, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.  
• WBT Ad Hoc Review Committee, Tuesday, July 2, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
• Board of Supervisors, Wednesday, July 3, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. - CANCELLED 

 
Adjournment 
There being no further business before the Board, Chairman McCaffrey motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:22 
p.m.  Vice-Chairman Webb seconded the motion.  Board members McCaffrey, Webb, and Obernier voted aye in 
favor of adjournment.  
 
 
 
Linda Formica 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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