
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes of January 3, 2012 

Board of Supervisors 

 

Chairman Obernier called the West Brandywine Township (WBT) Board of Supervisors meeting of January 3, 

2012 to order at 8:00 pm. Roll call of the Board of Supervisors (BoS) by Manager Rambo noted Supervisor’s 
Josef G. Obernier, Sr., Thomas J. McCaffrey, Jr, and William E. Webb in attendance. Also present was Ronald A. 

Rambo, Jr., Township Manager.  

 

Acceptance of Minutes from Previous Meetings  

The December 20, 2011 minutes were not completed for presentation.  

 

Treasurer’s Report (n/a) 

 

Public Comments (residents or representatives of taxpayers of the Township requesting to be on agenda).  

Patrick M. Carroll of 2 Woodbrooke Dr. is in attendance to ask questions with regard to the recent signage 
placement on State Route 82 and Union road concerning turn restrictions. Mr. Carroll was not in attendance. Ms. 

Zanowiak questioned why the signs were put up. Tom Eells, Director of the Public Works Department briefly 

explained that the signs were put up by the State. Dialog continued. Chairman Obernier motioned that the Board 
requests Tom Eells to contact PennDOT and facilitate some type of advisory sign. Supervisor Webb seconded the 

motion. Board members Obernier and Webb voted aye. McCaffrey voted nay.  

 
Correspondence/Communications Information to act upon 

The Township is in receipt of correspondence from Kristin S. Camp, Esquire with regard to the Zoning Hearing 

Application of Theodore and Dawn R. Knepp. Manager Rambo outlined the Knepp’s plan for the benefit of those 

present. As suggested by the BoS, the Knepp’s submitted a Zoning Hearing; they are looking for a letter from the 
Township in support of their subdivision.  Deed restrictions will be put in place for no further subdivision of the 

two lots which will be over ten acres each, for the ability to utilize the existing 80 foot frontage. The requirement 

is 100 feet. Vice-Chairman McCaffrey motioned to write a letter of the Board’s support of the subdivision for the 
Township’s Zoning Hearing Board. Supervisor Webb seconded the motion. Board members McCaffrey, Webb, 

and Obernier voted aye.  

 

John Tallman of Tower Economics has forwarded a letter to the Township with regard to their interest in leasing 
land from the Township for the placement of a wireless telecommunications facility. Manager Rambo stated they 

are interested in placing a telecommunications facility on the Township’s site across from Guthriesville Tires, 

where the old spray irrigation system is. Vice-Chairman McCaffrey would like them to consider piggybacking to 
an existing facility that is already in the Township, rather than putting up new towers. Supervisor Webb would 

like to see what they present but expressed concern with it being so close to Forks of the Brandywine Church; the 

Historical Commission may have an issue with the integrity of the church.  After much discussion, Vice-
Chairman McCaffrey motioned for the Manager to meet with Tower Economics and find out what they are 

looking for and what they are willing to do to compensate the community for the use of their property. Supervisor 

Webb seconded the motion. Board members McCaffrey, Webb, and Obernier voted aye.  

 
The Harlan Corporation is requesting the release of the original letter of credit for its Brandywine View Project 

so that it may establish a new letter of credit for the recently approved revised plan. Manager Rambo stated that 

Brandywine View is located at Union and Pratts Dam Road; in the revised plan they took away the street and are 
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just putting in lots. They are requesting that the original letter of credit be withdrawn and a new letter of credit be 

established. The Township is in receipt of a letter of support from the Township Engineer. Vice-Chairman 

McCaffrey motioned to cancel the original letter of credit for improvements at Brandywine View and replace it 

with a new letter of credit in an amount found suitable by the Township Engineer. Supervisor Webb seconded the 
motion. Board members McCaffrey, Webb, and Obernier voted aye.  

 

Robert Reitmeyer has forwarded the Township a letter requesting that it contact the State to have speed signs on 
State Route 322 updated. Discussion ensued.  

 

The Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities has forwarded the Township training information for 

newly elected or seasoned veteran officials that they are holding. Manager Rambo noted this will be held on 
February 3

rd
 and February 4

th
. Supervisor Webb will let the Manager know if he is going to attend.  

 

The Township is in receipt of an invitation to attend the 9
th
 Annual Public Officials Day Brunch on January 12, 

2012 at the PA Farm Show. Vice-Chairman McCaffrey will attend.  

 

Correspondence/Communications Information to note 
The Township is in receipt of correspondence from the County of Chester Assessment Office with regard to the 

completion of the Statistical Tax Rate Information form. Manager Rambo will send the requested information in. 

 

Ralph E. DeFazio of the Chester County Health Department has forwarded the Township a response with regard 
to the Township’s letter of November 18, 2011. Manager Rambo read the Township’s November 18

th
 letter out 

loud and then read the response letter from the Chester County Health Department dated December 20, 2011 out 

loud.  Vice-Chairman McCaffrey expressed that the Township is placed in the position of following through on 
permits that are given by someone else that may fail, detecting the failures, and forcing the person to correct it 

according to another person’s set of regulations. This is a distasteful spot to be in; it costs a lot of money.  The 

Township is placed again in a position where the Township has all of the responsibility and none of the authority. 
This is the reason Vice-Chairman McCaffrey requested this letter to be sent to the Health Department. 

 

The PaDEP has forwarded the Township its approved MS4 Permit Extension under the NPDES Program. There 

were no comments.  
 

The Township is in receipt of information from Kim Merritt, Municipal Grants Coordinator for the County, with 

regard to the Round 24 Municipal Grant Program. The Manager will be attending the meeting. This grant is for 
parks and land acquisition.  

 

The Chester County Solid Waste Authority has forwarded the Township information with regard to the Act 

101Annual Recycling Report Forms due by February 15, 2012. Manager Rambo noted the Township stated this is 
to report the recycling activities to the County for 2011.  

 

 
 

 

 

Reports of Departments, Organizations, Boards and Commissions (n/a) 

 

Old Business 

The Public Works Director continues the gathering of information on the cost to repair or reconstruct the Icedale 
Road bridges. Tom Eells stated they have gotten requests out to numerous manufacturers and have not heard back 

from any of them.  

 
The Manager continues the preparation of information necessary to add parcels to the Township’s Agricultural 

Security Area. Manager Rambo stated information will go out to people that have more than 10 acres as well as 

the current people in the ASA in February.  
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The Manager and Zoning Officer continue their review of the Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to areas that 

permit the operation of roadside stands. There were no comments.  

 

The Township’s Emergency Operations Committee will be meeting to discuss the updating of the Township’s EOP 
on Monday, January 16, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. Manager Rambo noted the current committee members. 

 

Old Business from the Floor 
Ed Pristernik requested the year to date expenditures be placed on the website as he had requested in the past. 

Manager Rambo stated he is working on it. 

 

Elizabeth Zanowiak requested information regarding cell phone usage at the last BoS meeting and would like 
more clarification. Manager Rambo explained the Township uses COSTARS contract through the State, one of 

the vendors under COSTARS is AT&T. The Township uses AT&T because they have the best coverage of the 

entire Township. The Manager noted the employees that have cell phones. Ms. Zanowiak would like to see a copy 
of the AT&T bills. This will require a request through the Right to Know Act. 

 

Old Business from the Board 
There was no Old Business from the Board.  

 

New Business     
The Board of Supervisors is in receipt of a copy of the draft proposed amendments to the Township’s lighting 
section of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance. This information has been provided to the BoS.  

 

The Manager has forwarded the fire companies a Contractual Agreement for Fire Protection Services for their 
review and signature. Supervisor Webb questioned when the Township started entering into contracts. Manager 

Rambo explained that based on the code now requiring the Township to provide contributions; it also states the 

Township can enter into contractual agreements for fire protection since the Township doesn’t have any fire 
departments within the Township.  

 

Supervisor Webb requests an Executive Session to discuss personnel related issues. The BoS will meet briefly 

after this meeting. 
 

 

New Business from the Floor 
Discussion ensued regarding the fumes coming from the generator in the Township facility. Ms. Zanowiak stated 

she had to leave the meeting because she was feeling ill because of the fumes. 

 

New Business from the Board 
Vice-Chairman McCaffrey asked the cost for the mandated MS4 requirements. Manager Rambo explained the 

Township is now requiring a MS4 maintenance agreement for systems. With that, the developers and individual 

lot owners have to put money up for perpetual things that come along so that the Township has monies from 
outside agencies to assist in paying. 

 

William Webb stated he contacted DEP and heard back from DEP regarding a burning provision for farms. Vice-
Chairman McCaffrey stated that farms that did this in the past didn’t have to schedule an appointment to burn and 

noted that in West Bradford they felt threatened that they would lose grant money if they didn’t enforce this on 

their agricultural community.  

 
William Webb requested an ordinance be created that would prohibit employees from being involved in political 

activities. Discussion ensued.  

 

Ordinances and Resolutions 

There were no Ordinances or Resolutions. 

 

Public Comments and Developer Presentations 
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There were no Public Comments and no Developer Presentations. 

 

Open Issues Before the Township 

The Township Engineer and Manager continue their work on updating the Township’s Act Plan.   
There were no comments.  

 

The Township is looking for two volunteer to fill vacancies on the Parks and Recreation Board. There were no 
comments.  

 

The Township Manager is working to complete the Airport Hazard Zoning District Overlay. There were no 

comments.  
 

The Township is looking for a volunteer to fill a vacancy on the Historic Commission. There were no comments.  

 

General Obligation Note  

(Emmaus Bond Pool Adjustable Rate Bond for the Twp. and Public Works Facility/Park Construction: interest 

rate for the week is 1.65%). There were no comments. 
 

Review and Payment of the Bills 

Manager Rambo stated there were no bills for payment because they are balancing out the 2011 year. 

 

 Upcoming Meetings/Events  

 Elected Auditors meeting, Wednesday, January 4, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Historic Commission meeting, Monday, January 9, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Parks and Recreation Board meeting, Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Municipal Authority organizational meeting, Thursday, January 12, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Municipal Authority first meeting of New Year, Thursday, January 12, 2012 at 7:45 p.m.  

 Board of Supervisors meeting, Thursday, January 19, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Open Space Review Board meeting, Thursday, January 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Planning Commission meeting, Thursday, January 26, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Manager asked if they could put the generator testing on a different schedule so that nobody is in the building 
when it comes on. Tom Eells is working on fixing the issue. 

 

Vice-Chairman McCaffrey stated that one BoS meeting ago the Township was advised by an individual that left 
that she was physically disturbed by the smell. Nobody knew where it was coming from at that time, now they do 

have an idea they can work on a solution. 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business before the Board, Vice-Chairman McCaffrey motioned to adjourn the meeting at 

9:07 p.m. Supervisor Webb seconded the motion. Board Members Webb, McCaffrey, and Obernier voted aye in 

favor of adjournment.  
 

 

 
Ronald A. Rambo, Jr. 

Township Manager/Secretary/Treasurer 


