
 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes of August 2, 2007 
Board of Supervisors 

 

 

Vice-Chairman Lindborg called the Board of Supervisors meeting of August 2, 2007 to order at 7:30 
p.m. Roll call of the Board of Supervisors (BoS) by Manager Rambo noted Vice-Chairman Carl S. 
Lindborg and Supervisor Josef G. Obernier, Sr. in attendance. Chairman Thomas J. McCaffrey arrived 
at 7:41 pm. The following individuals were present to represent the various departments: Ronald A. 
Rambo, Jr. [Twp. Mgr./Sec./Treas.], Walter Werner [Chief of Police], Dale Barnett [Codes/Zoning 
Officer] and Thomas Eells [Director of Public Works]. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes from Previous Meetings  
June 21, 2007, July 5, 2007 and July 19, 2007. Vice-Chairman Lindborg skipped over the minutes until 
Chairman McCaffrey arrives at the meeting.  
 
After Chairman McCaffrey arrived at the meeting, the BoS addressed the minutes. Vice-Chairman 
Lindborg noted he was not in attendance at the July 5th meeting. Supervisor Obernier motioned to 
approve June 21 and July 5 meeting minutes, noting he had read, edited, and submitted comments on 
both. Chairman McCaffrey seconded the motion. Board Members Obernier, McCaffrey and Lindborg 
voted aye. 
 
Correspondence/Communications Information to act upon 
John Snook of the Brandywine Conservancy has provided the Township with amendments to the Open 
Space Design Option and is preparing them in ordinance format for advertisement. Manager Rambo 
noted the Township has received the amendments in final ordinance format, emailed them to the BoS, 
and mailed it to the Engineer for his review. The Manager has not yet had a chance to review it. 
Supervisor Obernier requested a color copy. This item will be addressed at the next meeting when the 
BoS and Manager have had a chance to review it. 
 
The Township is in receipt of the 2007-2008 Winter Traffic Services Agreement for acceptance from 
PennDot. Manager Rambo noted they are scheduled to receive $17,131.50 for plowing the state owned 
roadways. Supervisor Obernier motioned to accept PennDot’s Winter Traffic Services Agreement. Vice-
Chairman Lindborg seconded the motion. Board Members Obernier and Lindborg voted aye.  
 
The Township is in receipt of a 90-day letter of extension from the CASD with regard to their North 
Brandywine Middle School Preliminary Land Development Plan. Manager Rambo recommended that 
the BoS accept of the letter of extension. Supervisor Obernier stated he was okay to agree to the 
extension, but noted from the “Municipal Authority,” that one of the developers wants to upgrade the 
existing pump station or build another one and he would like to put that into the mix. Manager Rambo 
stated he spoke with the engineer from the school district and noted that CASD is willing to show that 



on their plan. Supervisor Obernier motioned to accept the 90-day letter of extension. Vice-Chairman 
Lindborg seconded the motion. Board Members Obernier and Lindborg voted aye.  
 
Correspondence/Communications Information to Note  
The Township is in receipt of information with regard to the Turnback of States Routes S.R. 4011 & 
4005 (Swinehart and Reeceville Road). Manager Rambo noted he and Tom Eells are reviewing the 
information.  
 
Old Business 
The Manager is continuing talks with the Henderson’s of Horseshoe Pike and Manor Road with regard 
to the purchase of development rights. Manager Rambo noted Mr. Bohem is currently appraising the 
property. The appraisal should be back within the next week. 
 
The Manager has forwarded the City of Coatesville a letter of interest to pursue the purchase of the old 
Conti Tract. Vice-Chairman Lindborg noted that this was discussed at the previous BoS meeting. The 
BoS is waiting to see if the Township is awarded a State grant. The City of Coatesville has been notified 
that the Township is interested in purchasing the Conti property if awarded the State grant. Manager 
Rambo requested that Senator Rafferty forward a letter of support on behalf of the Township as well as 
the City of Coatesville to the State. Representative’s Hennessey and Schroder are also going to send a 
letter of support to the State supporting West Brandywine Township’s application.  
 
The Township Engineer has met with Aqua PA with regard to their property on Horseshoe Pike. 
Manager Rambo noted Aqua met with Jim MacCombie. Aqua would like to place two tanks on their 
property. Jim explained that the Township would like to acquire both tracts and give Aqua an easement 
for the placement of tanks. Aqua is going to review the information, considering what the Township 
would like and come up with what they would require for the Township to obtain the property.  
 
Old Business from the Floor 
There was no Old Business from the Floor. 
 
Old Business from the Board 
There was no Old Business from the Board. 
 
Ordinances and Resolutions 
There were no Ordinances or Resolutions. 
 
New Business 
Approval of release requests for the All Souls Cemetery Project and Pope John Paul II Regional 
Catholic Elementary School. Manager Rambo recommended both release requests be tabled because the 
Township has not received the engineer’s endorsement. Supervisor Obernier motioned to table the 
approval of release request #3 for All Souls Cemetery Project as well as the release request for Pope 
John Paul II Regional Catholic Elementary School. Vice-Chairman Lindborg seconded the motion. 
Board Members Obernier and Lindborg voted aye. 
 
The Township is in receipt of a proposal from Philadelphia Protection Bureau with regard to the new 
maintenance facility. Manager Rambo delineated what was included in the proposal for the cost of 
$11,872 and noted that $15,000 was a tentative budget set for this item. Supervisor Obernier motioned 
to accept the proposal from the Philadelphia Protection Bureau for the installation of the alarm system 
for the new maintenance facility. Vice-Chairman Lindborg seconded the motion. Board Members 
Obernier and Lindborg voted aye.  
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The Township is in receipt of quotes for concrete holding tanks for the new maintenance facility. 
Manager Rambo noted that Tom Eells is in receipt of the quotes; this will allow the Township to put the 
sewage system in and have it interconnect with the existing system. The Township Engineer specifies a 
1,500-gallon tank. The price from Schwar Concrete Products is $2,444, which includes everything. The 
quote from Modern Concrete is $7,587.52. The difference is that Schwar doesn’t make a tank that has 
traffic bearing weight. It will be located in a paved area and should be a traffic bearing tank, Modern is 
the only local company that makes it; walls are 6” rather than the standard 3.” Manager Rambo noted 
that the Engineer is going to recommend that a load-bearing tank be put in. Vice-Chairman Lindborg 
suggested for $5,000, why they couldn’t move it to another location. Tom Eells stated there is nowhere 
else to move it to. Supervisor Obernier stated that he was okay as long as all necessary paperwork and 
approvals were in place. Manager Rambo noted that everything would be in place. Manager Rambo 
recommended that the BoS accept Modern. Supervisor Obernier motioned to accept the proposal from 
Modern for $7,582.52, which includes the entire package with two tanks. Vice-Chairman Lindborg 
seconded the motion. Board Members Obernier and Lindborg voted aye.  
 
The Township is preparing an advertisement for the sale of surplus equipment. Manager Rambo noted 
the following would be advertised the beginning of September; the Bronco, the old dump truck, and the 
police car that was never let; noting that the person that bid on it moved out of state. 
 
The Manager and Code Officer have met with representatives of Valley Township to discuss a 
cooperative agreement for the use of the Township’s Code Officer for Plumbing and Mechanical 
Inspections.  
 
At this time it was noted that Chairman McCaffrey arrived at the meeting. Valley would like to have 
Dale perform Plumbing and Mechanical inspections until such time that their personnel becomes 
certified. Agreements are in place that would allow this to take place. Manager Rambo noted that he 
prepared sheets with an hourly rate that delineated all related costs to present to Valley. Dale prepared a 
scenario of how long it would take for each permit to present to them as well. Supervisor Obernier was 
concerned about how long “temporary” would be and was apprehensive about the Codes Officer having 
the extra time to do this. Vice-Chairman Lindborg asked about Valley’s projected new housing and 
development. Dale noted that currently WBT inspections are down and felt that he could do their 
inspections without any guarantee that it would all get done in an eight-hour day. Further discussion 
ensued regarding regular rate, overtime rate. Chairman McCaffrey felt it was okay if he made the extra 
money as long as it didn’t put him out. Dale stated that it would be a temporary fix to Valley’s problem. 
Chairman McCaffrey didn’t see a down side to doing it. Manager Rambo stated that Valley still has to 
present this to their Board. Supervisor Obernier was concerned about the money and how much time 
Dale would have, he was okay to move forward with this, if it turns out to be bad, that they would be 
able to stop. The BoS was okay to have the Manager move forward with discussion with Valley.  
 
At this time the BoS moved back to address the meeting minutes.   
 
Approval of release request #2 for the Township’s maintenance facility. Manager Rambo recommended 
that the BoS approve release #2 in the amount of $75,227.85, noting that is has been reviewed by the 
Architect and found satisfactory. Vice-Chairman Lindborg made a motion for approval based on the 
Manager and Architect’s recommendation. Supervisor Obernier seconded the motion. Board Members 
Lindborg, Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye. 
 
Newsletter articles are due to Linda Formica by Friday, August 17, 2007. 
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Recommendations of the Planning Commission. Manager Rambo read the recommendations out loud. 
Supervisor Obernier asked Manager Rambo to explain “reverse curb” regarding the Swinehart 
subdivision. Manager Rambo gave a brief explanation. Manager Rambo recommended that the BoS 
grant conditioned final approval until such time that they establish all public escrows, inspection fees, 
and obtain all necessary permits from outside agencies. The Planning Commission recommended “final 
approval” and Manager Rambo recommended “conditioned final approval.” Vice-Chairman Lindborg 
motioned conditioned final approval based on the Manager and Planning Commission’s 
recommendation. Chairman McCaffrey seconded the motion. Board Members Lindborg, McCaffrey and 
Obernier voted aye. 
 
Manager Rambo noted that the Planning Commission recommended to the BoS approval of the Gudal 
Subdivision for Harlan properties 12-lot preliminary subdivision plan. Chairman McCaffrey expressed 
that he was not thrilled with everything about the plan. Vice-Chairman Lindborg motioned approval of 
the Gudal preliminary subdivision plan. Chairman McCaffrey seconded the motion. Board Members 
Lindborg, McCaffrey and Obernier voted aye. 
 
Manager Rambo noted the Planning Commission recommended preliminary final approval for the 
Brandywine YMCA land development plan, approval of the waivers were also recommended. The 
waiver was regarding the submission of a pool site analysis plan. Manager Rambo recommended that 
the BoS grant conditioned preliminary final approval to enable the YMCA to obtain necessary funding 
and financing as well as establishing their inspection fees with the Township, conditioned upon 
establishing their escrows.  
 
Ross Unruh, Esq. noted that the YMCA has agreed to put the four trees in, and note on the plan that all 
new lighting will comply with the plan. Ross stated that the two lights north of the swimming pool are 
coming down. Supervisor Obernier noted that on their plan they have identified security lighting where 
they were leaving lights on during the night. Manager Rambo noted the ordinance for businesses; at 
11:00 pm 25% of the lights can be left on for security purposes. Supervisor Obernier requested that they 
look at the lights on the building and in the parking lot. Ross noted that people are in the building 24 
hours a day; they have a cleaning staff that comes in after hours. Chairman McCaffrey noted that the 
YMCA is the gateway for the community and are the example that other people follow. Vice-Chairman 
Lindborg stated if the BoS gets cooperation from the YMCA it could help in other areas with the same 
type of situations that the YMCA has made an effort to comply even though they didn’t have to. 
Chairman McCaffrey stated they are not suggesting that they shut off any of the interior lights. As places 
get built up the light pollution gets greater and greater. Chairman McCaffrey stated if the YMCA sends a 
letter to the BoS stating that it would be tremendously expensive to put any kind of cut off in, he would 
be satisfied if they made some sort of an effort. Ross explained that they want to have some sort of light 
at night so that they don’t attract undesirable people.  
 
Chris Saello explained that they would take a look at that and see what they can do to minimize lighting 
in the evening. From the parking light standpoint, by all means they are going to improve the 
environment right off the bat, because they will be getting rid of the final angled lighting and will have 
all down lighting. Based on that, Vice-Chairman Lindborg recommended that the BoS grant a 
conditioned preliminary final land development approval for the Brandywine YMCA and also grant the 
waiver for the pool site analysis. Chairman McCaffrey seconded the motion. Board Members Lindborg, 
McCaffrey and Obernier voted aye. Fred Smith, a Board member of the YMCA, thanked the BoS for 
approval and noted that their membership has grown to 11,500 over the past few years and noted that 
parking has been an issue and this is going to be safer and more secure for their members.  
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New Business from the Floor 
There was no New Business from the Floor. 
 
New Business from the Board 
There was no New Business from the Board. 
 
Public Comments (individuals not requesting to be on the agenda) 
Jesse Edwards asked what “temporary” was for Dale to work with Valley, noting that the school district 
had temporary modular buildings for twenty years. Chairman McCaffrey explained that the BoS has 
control over this that there is no contract being signed, it is a month-to-month or week-to-week situation. 
Valley has not even approved it, so we don’t even know if this will take place at all. Vice-Chairman 
Lindborg concurred, that the BoS will not sign a contract that is open ended. Chairman McCaffrey 
explained the benefit of working with another municipality; it opens up the door to a better relationship 
with Valley for other agreements that may come along later. 
 
Chip Clavier, a township resident, asked the BoS if they had considered putting a traffic light at the 
intersection of Reeceville, Cedar Knoll and Route 82. Manager Rambo explained that all three roads are 
State roads. The State would have to do a traffic study, after the traffic study, if a light is warranted, the 
Township would have to have it designed, constructed, paid for, and maintained. The State does not 
build traffic signals; the Township must do that. Manager Rambo noted that he just received a letter 
from Representative Schroder from a resident that moved into the Township a month and a half ago that 
wrote a letter to Schroder and Rafferty about this intersection.  
 
Chairman McCaffrey noted that a light would cost the taxpayers about $250,000. He agreed to do the 
study, but would have to evaluate the cost before he would agree to anything. Supervisor Obernier noted 
that there have been requests for a light there in the past. Supervisor Obernier suggested that they put in 
a round about that would be funded by Pulte if approved by the State. Vice-Chairman Lindborg 
suggested that the State do a study either for a light or a round about. Supervisor Obernier suggested that 
the BoS ask Manager Rambo to inquire with the State and the County if they can try to put a single lane 
round about at the intersection. Manager Rambo noted the Township has to request a study from 
PennDot. Vice-Chairman Lindborg noted that the consensus of the BoS is that they are going to try to 
pursue something. Chairman McCaffrey motioned that Manager Rambo request a traffic study to 
determine whether both intersections warrant either a traffic signal or a round about construction. Vice-
Chairman Lindborg seconded the motion. Board Members McCaffrey, Lindborg, and Obernier voted 
aye.  
 
On another matter, Manager Rambo noted that he has talked with Don Fein of PennDot with regard to 
the intersection of Hibernia and Cedar Knoll Roads. PennDot would like information sent to them with 
regard to the non-reportable traffic accidents that have taken place at the intersection over the past two 
to three years. This will permit a more in-depth review and analysis to determine whether a four-way 
stop can be warranted for the intersection. 
 
Karen Vollemecke asked the status of the Agricultural Security Area. Manager Rambo noted he sent a 
letter to the County over a month ago, requesting that all parcels that had been requested last year and 
not acted upon be incorporated automatically by default. The Township is waiting to hear back from the 
County. Karen suggested that an article be put into the newsletter regarding the Agricultural Security 
Area. Chairman McCaffrey would also like the Country Properties regulations that were established 
mentioned in the newsletter article. Supervisor Obernier noted a pamphlet that denoted all the properties 
in Chester County that grows produce and suggested that she note it in the newsletter article about 
Volmecke’s community supported agriculture. Chairman McCaffrey noted that he helped develop the 

BOSMM 080207.doc    5 of 7 Last printed 10/18/2007 8:35 AM 

   
 



map for the Ag Security Council for the County noted there is a PDF file that could be put on the 
website. Chairman McCaffrey noted the benefits for the larger parcel owners; their ground cannot be 
automatically condemned by the school district for a school or for other public use purpose without a 
hearing.   
 
Vice-Chairman Lindborg would like Manager Rambo to request a meeting of the Building Appeals 
Board to introduce themselves to each other. 
 
Open Issues Before the Township 
The Township has received information from Caln Township with regard to the traffic signal at the 
hospital/school entrance and has provided them with the WBT Signal specifications for review. Manager 
Rambo noted that we are still waiting to hear from them.  
 
The Manager and Township Engineer continue in their efforts of reviewing and updating the 
Township’s Act 537 Plan. Manager Rambo noted there is a proposed sewage district map in the BoS 
meeting books and gave a brief explanation of the map. Manager Rambo would like the BoS to review 
the map and give their comments about the map. Supervisor Obernier questioned the order of 
implementation. Manager Rambo noted that the phases noted are not specifically how they are going to 
be implemented. Chairman McCaffrey noted he has misgivings about where capacity is going to come 
from, denoting an area on the map, and noted that creating sewer districts creates more intense 
development. Discussion ensued. 
 
The Manager and Supervisors are in the process of updating the Township’s Non-Uniform Personnel    
Policy Manual. Chairman McCaffrey commented that the policy is very detailed.  
 
The Township is in receipt of a Memorandum of Understanding from the CASD with regard to the 
Township providing law enforcement services as part of the District’s Safe School Plan. Manager 
Rambo noted that Chief Werner and himself had the opportunity to meet with the three principal’s of 
Reeceville, Friendship, and North as well as their safety specialist. Manager Rambo noted that the 
Township is going to redraft the Memorandum of Understanding to state what the Township would like 
to do. The school district has also agreed to start providing Chief Werner information on any issues that 
may come about. Dialog continued regarding the types of issues that WBTPD would address. Caln 
Township has done the same, Chief Bennett will forward their Memorandum of Understanding to Chief 
Werner so that he can look at would Caln is doing.  
 
General Obligation Note (Adjustable Rate Bond for the Facility/Park Construction) 
Interest rate for the week (3.87%). There were no comments. 
 
Review and Payment of the bills. 
Manager Rambo noted General Fund bills totaling $106,055.70 of which $75,227.85 is for the new 
garage facility across the street, and $27,108.47 is for Independence Blue Cross Blue Shield. Solid 
Waste bills total $23,447.06. Vice-Chairman Lindborg noted he reviewed the bills, found them 
satisfactory, and motioned to pay the bills. Supervisor Obernier noted he reviewed the invoices and also 
found them satisfactory and seconded the motion. Board Members Lindborg, Obernier and McCaffrey 
voted aye in favor to pay the bills.  
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events 
Chairman McCaffrey noted the upcoming meeting and events. There were no comments. 
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Pat Edwards asked the status of the old house on The Golf Zone property. Manager Rambo noted that 
the owner has not done anything with it. Manager Rambo will contact the owner. Chairman McCaffrey 
requested that Manager Rambo look up the old documents and send him a reminder.  
 
Vice-Chairman Lindborg noted he might not be in attendance at the next BoS meeting.  
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business before the Board, Supervisor Obernier motioned to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:00 p.m. Vice-Chairman Lindborg seconded the motion. Board Members Obernier, Lindborg and 
McCaffrey voted aye. 
 
 
Ronald A. Rambo, Jr. 
Township Manager/Secretary/Treasurer 
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