
 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes of January 21, 2010 
Board of Supervisors 

 

 

Chairman Thomas J. McCaffrey, Jr. called the West Brandywine Township (WBT) Board of 
Supervisors meeting of January 21, 2010 to order at 7:47 p.m. and then led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Roll call of the Board of Supervisors (BoS) by Township Manager Ronald A. Rambo, Jr. 
noted Supervisor’s Thomas J. McCaffrey and Josef G. Obernier Sr. and in attendance. Supervisor Carl 
S. Lindborg was absent. 
 
Oath of Office 
Appointment of Kristin Menna as a part-time Police Officer. Chairman Lindborg lead Menna in the 
WBTPD Oath of Office. The BoS and Manager welcomed the new officer. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes from Previous Meetings  
December 17, 2009, January 4, 2010 organizational, and January 4, 2010. Chairman McCaffrey 
motioned to approve the minutes of December 17, 2009. Supervisor Obernier seconded the motion. 
Board members McCaffrey and Obernier voted aye. The minutes of January 4th were not yet available. 
Chairman McCaffrey commented that he would like the minutes presented from the previous meeting at 
the next meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Manager Rambo presented the Treasurer’s Report, balance as of the end of December. 
Capital Reserve Fund $539,033.93 Operating Reserve Fund $191.59 
Construction Sweep Fund $1,174.35 Police Pension Fund $1,409,101.47 
Developer Escrow Fund $402,368.23 Solid Waste & Recycling Fund $24,427.54 
General Fund $8,940.51 State Liquid Fuel Fund $80,347.95 
Non-Uniform Pension Fund $313,434.61 K-9 Rudy Fund $1,301.05 
Payroll $8,634.25   
 
Public Comments (individuals requesting to be on agenda)  
None 
 
Correspondence/Communications Information to act upon 
Jeff Grossman of Beaver Creek Road has forwarded correspondence to the Township volunteering his 
time to serve on the Historic Commission. Manager Rambo requested that Mr. Grossman come in on 
February 4th at 7:15 to meet the BoS.  
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The Township is in receipt of correspondence from the Parks and Recreation Board with regard to their 
request to establish two additional positions on said Board, i.e., Activities Coordinator and Fundraiser 
Coordinator. Manager Rambo recommended the BoS allow these two positions to be established by the 
Parks and Recreation Board. They already have an individual interested in one of these positions. 
Chairman McCaffrey motioned to allow the Parks and Recreation Board to establish two additional 
positions, Activities Coordinator and Fundraiser Coordinator. Supervisor Obernier seconded the motion. 
Board Members McCaffrey and Obernier voted aye. 
 
Signing of the 2009 Final Report for the Pennsylvania Council of Arts Grant in the amount of $246.00. 
Supervisor Obernier motioned to sign the Grant’s final report. Chairman McCaffrey seconded the 
motion. Board Members Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye.  
 
Correspondence/Communications Information to note 
The Township is in receipt of correspondence with regard to an upcoming meeting to be held at the 
Wagontown Fire Company concerning the Route 30 Incident Management Task Force. Manager Rambo 
explained this involves the various municipalities along the Route 30 corridor in case there is an 
accident on that corridor there will be routes that can be utilized to get people around the accident. 
Elizabeth Zanowiak asked for clarification.   
 
John Good, Esquire has forwarded the Township correspondence with regard to the Cross Easement 
Agreement for the Kenneth Hawk Subdivision. Manager Rambo noted that John Good reviewed the 
agreement and found it in order.  
 
The Township is invited to attend a seminar on February 6, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. on The Attack of 
Municipalities’ Right to Control Land Use. There were no comments. 
 
The BoS is invited to attend the Upcoming State of the County Address with the Board of 
Commissioners. There were no comments. 
 
Reports of Departments: Month of December unless otherwise noted. 
 
Police Report presented by Manager Rambo.  

Total Hours 1,112.2 Miles Patrolled 5,980 Total Complaints 484 
Accidents 4 Warrants 0 Fatalities 1 
Domestic 6 Criminal Arrests 0 Non-Traffic Arrests 6 

Traffic Arrests 119  
 
Public Works Department Report: Submitted by Thomas Eells. Presented by Manager Rambo who 
noted work completed for the month. Supervisor Obernier questioned the Manager about an invoice 
from Flings Towing for $3,000 for pulling a WBT Public Works truck out of a ditch. Manager Rambo 
gave a brief explanation and noted the Township received insurance money back for the tow job.  

Total man-hours 861.5 Miles traversed 4,369 
Total Equipment hours 78 Total fuel gallons 1,277 

 
Buildings/Codes Department Report: Submitted by Dale Barnett and presented by Manager Rambo. 
Chairman McCaffrey asked if Mr. Barnett has more work in Valley since Mr. Webb is in the hospital. 
Manager Rambo answered yes; they have a lot of construction with their townhouse units, they also do 
resale inspections, etc. Chairman McCaffrey noted the Township is lucky to have work in another 
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township, this allows the Township to keep a very qualified person here when the building industry is 
slow for WBT.  

Building Permits issued 16 Permit base fees collected  $2,041.60 
Occupancy fees collected  $100 U&O permits issued 1 

U&O permits issued cursory  24 Contractor Licenses (CL) issued 15 
CL Fees collected $600 WBT Inspections completed 15 

Failed Inspections (FI)  0 Failed Inspections Fees collected $50.00 
WBT Fees Collected $2,791.60 Valley Twp Fees Collected $215.10 

  Total fees collected $3,00670 
 
Fire Marshal Report Submitted by Paul Gainor and presented by Manager Rambo. Manager Rambo 
invited Paul Gainor to the February 4th BoS meeting to receive recognition for his years of service.  

Permit inspections done 6 Campfire/Recreational Permits  6 
Specialty Bonfire Permits 0 Agricultural Permits   

Permits not given 0 Special permits given for blasting 0 
Special permits not given 0 Other type inspections done 0 

Code violations/Complaints 2 
 
East Brandywine Fire Company Report presented by Mike Conlan.  
Fire 
Number of calls dispatched into WBT 3 Initial dispatch into WBT  3 

Second dispatch into WBT 0 Number of calls scratched 0 
Medical Assist 
Number of calls dispatched into WBT 25 Initial dispatch into WBT  22 

Second dispatch into WBT - Number of calls scratched 3 
 
Paul Gainor thanked all of the emergency representatives of the Township for all the help they gave Mr. 
Gainor for the 30 years that he served as Fire Marshal and explained that they are truly very dedicated 
people. Chairman McCaffrey also thanked Mr. Gainor for all of the time that he has put in for the 
Township. 
 
Wagontown Fire Company Presented by Todd Ziegler.  
Fire 
Number of calls dispatched into WBT 5 Initial dispatch into WBT  4 
Second dispatch into WBT 1 Number of calls scratched 0 
Medical Assist 
Number of calls dispatched into WBT 0 Initial dispatch into WBT  0 
Second dispatch into WBT - Number of calls scratched 0 
 
Martin’s Corner Fire Company Submitted by Dan Metzler and report presented by Manager Rambo. 
 Number of calls dispatched into WBT 2 Initial dispatch into WBT  
Second dispatch into WBT - Number of calls scratched - 



 
Reports of Organizations, Boards and Commissions 
Manager Rambo noted there was no one present from the Historical Commission. The Manager then 
noted their November 9th report. In December they didn’t have a quorum. A person on Old Homestead 
Road donated a showcase to the Historical Commission to use at the old township building. 
 
Michelle Benkovich gave the report of the Parks and Recreation Board stating they had their 
organization meeting and noted plans for upcoming events. 
 
Chuck Dobson was present to give the report from the Planning Commission noting that all items from 
last month were tabled; they did receive recommendation for approval for Pulte Homes Del Webb Phase 
I. Elizabeth Zanowiak asked the location of Pulte’s Phase I project. Manager Rambo explained it is east 
of the old entrance to the Beachwood campground and abuts the Bill Kaye property along East 
Reeceville Road. Phase I includes 70 units and the clubhouse. Chairman McCaffrey noted there would 
be no increase in the school population but they will be paying money into the school district and the 
Township won’t be a responsible for roads, trash, etc. The Township will also receive 200 acres of open 
space. 
 
Manager Rambo gave the report of the Open Space Review Board stating they are waiting to receive a 
revised appraisal for the Baldwin tract.  
 
Manager Rambo gave the report of the Municipal Authority noting the Authority project commenced on 
January 6th. They are estimating they will be at Reeceville and Old Homestead Road within the next two 
weeks. The Authority is waiting to receive the permit for Swinehart Road. The Authority has been 
negotiating with Pulte to allow the Authority to modify its plan to go through Pulte’s open property. 
 
Old Business 
The Manager has heard from West Caln Township, they wish to meet on an upcoming Tuesday or 
Thursday evening to discuss ambulance service. Manager Rambo recommended the BoS wait until 
Supervisor Lindborg gets back to arrange a meeting, to possibly have the meeting on a Thursday 
evening at 6 p.m. prior to a BoS meeting. Jeff Grossman asked if Brandywine Hospital provided 
ambulance service. Discussion ensued. 
 
The Codes Officer and Manager are in the process of reviewing the current fees for permits, reviews, 
etc. Manager Rambo will present something within the next month.  
 
The Manager is finalizing the gathering of information concerning the Gordon Tract on Route 322 as it 
pertains to the Bentley Communities Project and the letter from Karen Marshall, Heritage Preservation 
Coordinator. Manager Rambo stated he was requested by the BoS to send a letter to Bentley not to 
perform any work until issues brought forth by Karen Marshall were addressed. PHMC has advised 
Manager Rambo that there is correspondence denoting what was to occur at the scene that has been 
approved. The Manager is waiting to receive this for presentation to the WBTHC. Manager Rambo 
noted that in 2003 a study took place of the barn that was to be moved to the Gordon Eck property. This 
was forwarded to the PHMC for consideration. They wrote a letter stating it was found adequate, the 
barn could be moved and restored on another site.  
 
Old Business from the Floor  
Elizabeth Zanowiak asked the BoS if they have given any consideration to seniors in the Township, i.e. 
DCCC tuition reduction, tax breaks, compiling a list of people that need assistance and also asked about 
what the solicitor said about contractors in the Township hiring illegal aliens. Discussion ensued. 
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Old Business from the Board 
There was no Old Business from the Board. 
 
Ordinances and Resolutions 
Resolution #01-2010; ratifying of the Chester County Municipal Waste Management Plan. Manager 
Rambo noted this was adopted by the County Commissioners to ensure that the Township has disposal 
capacity for the next ten-year period between 2010 and 2019 at the Lanchester Landfill. Chairman 
McCaffrey motioned to adopt Resolution #01-2010, ratifying of the Chester County Municipal Waste 
Management Plan. Supervisor Obernier seconded the motion. Board Members McCaffrey and Obernier 
voted aye. 
 
New Business 
Establishment of the Phase I public escrows for the Bentley Projects. Manager Rambo noted he talked 
with Mitch Kotler of Bentley who stated they should have the paperwork from Wachovia within the next 
month.  
 
Signing of the Kenneth Hawk minor subdivision plans for recording. Manager Rambo stated this was 
approved by the BoS conditioned upon the cross easement being prepared and reviewed which has been 
done. The BoS is in receipt of the plans to sign after the meeting.  
 
The Township to approve the leasing of new computers (1 server and 7 work stations) through Dell 
under the government-pricing contract. Manager Rambo summarized the need to purchase new 
computers rather than pursuing the purchase of DocStar. The Township is in receipt of a quote from Dell 
for a cost of $4,067.78 per year three years with a $1 buyout at the end. Frank Keagan asked if this 
includes a maintenance contract. Manager Rambo answered yes for three years. Ms. Zanowiak asked if 
the Township just approved a computer company to take care of the Township’s computers. Manager 
Rambo answered yes; they are for installing new programs. This contract is for Dell to sell the 
computers with the software already installed on them. Manager Rambo recommended the BoS move 
forward with the purchase of the Dell computers, the Township needs them to operate properly. 
Discussion ensued. Chairman McCaffrey was okay to purchase the new computers. Supervisor Obernier 
explained that our current system would no longer support upgrades from the Township’s financial 
software or GIS. Mr. Keagan and Ms. Zanowiak requested the BoS delay making the decision to 
purchase computers until Supervisor Lindborg is also in attendance. Mr. Gainor commented that 
regardless of whether you wait two weeks or do it now, Supervisor Obernier’s company is still going to 
make money setting it up. Chairman McCaffrey noted that Supervisor Obernier’s company was the 
lowest bidder. Ms. Benkovich commented she is around the office quite a bit and concurred that the 
office does need new computer systems. The BoS postponed the decision until all BoS members are 
present.  
 
The Township’s Pension Review Committee is requesting that the BoS meet at an Executive Session with 
William Krempa and Thomas J Anderson to discuss investment policies and outlooks of the Police 
Pension Plan. Ms. Petri asked why this is done through an executive session since it is not a personnel 
issue. Manager Rambo explained he is requesting that these professional firms come in to explain what 
is going on regarding the new pension information with the state and what is available. This will then be 
presented to the public after it is presented to the BoS, there are no decisions being made at the 
executive session. This is informational presentation only. Discussion ensued regarding when to have 
and the reason to have executive sessions. The members of the Pension Review Board were also noted.  
 
New Business from the Floor and New Business from the Board  
There was no New Business from the Floor or from the Board. 
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Public Comments 
Paul Gainor asked if the Township is utilizing the State Police and noted a specific incident. Manager 
Rambo explained the state police activity was due to an inebriated person that ran off the road and a 
helicopter was dispatched; a Township Officer on duty located the vehicle. 
 
Open Issues Before the Township 
The Township continues to seek volunteers to serve on the Historic Commission. 
 
General Obligation Note (Adjustable Rate Bond for the Facility/Park Construction) 
Interest rate for the week is 2.55%.  
 
Review and Payment of the Bills 
The general fund bills total $87,538.11, solid waste bills total $40,395.42, and liquid fuels bills total 
$5,480.66. Supervisor Obernier noted he reviewed the bills, found them in order, and motioned 
payment. Chairman McCaffrey stated he also looked over the bills and seconded the motion. Board 
Members Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye. 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events  

 Open Space Review Board, Thursday, January 28, 2010 at 6:45 p.m. 
 Planning Commission, Thursday, January 28, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.        
 Board of Supervisors, Thursday, February 4, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Historic Commission, Monday, February 8, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Parks and Recreation Board, Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Municipal Authority, Thursday, February 11, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Board of Supervisors, Thursday, February 18, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Adjournment 
There being no further business before the Board, Supervisor Obernier motioned to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:47 p.m. Chairman McCaffrey seconded the motion. Board Members Obernier and McCaffrey voted 
aye in favor of adjournment.  
 
Ronald A. Rambo, Jr. 
Township Manager/Secretary/Treasurer 

BOSMM012110.doc    6 of 6 Last printed 2/19/2010 10:08 AM 

   
 


	Meeting Minutes of January 21, 2010
	Board of Supervisors
	Oath of Office
	Acceptance of Minutes from Previous Meetings 
	Manager Rambo presented the Treasurer’s Report, balance as of the end of December.
	Medical Assist
	Old Business
	Old Business from the Floor 
	Old Business from the Board
	Ordinances and Resolutions
	Resolution #01-2010; ratifying of the Chester County Municipal Waste Management Plan. Manager Rambo noted this was adopted by the County Commissioners to ensure that the Township has disposal capacity for the next ten-year period between 2010 and 2019 at the Lanchester Landfill. Chairman McCaffrey motioned to adopt Resolution #01-2010, ratifying of the Chester County Municipal Waste Management Plan. Supervisor Obernier seconded the motion. Board Members McCaffrey and Obernier voted aye.
	New Business
	New Business from the Floor and New Business from the Board 
	Public Comments
	Open Issues Before the Township
	General Obligation Note (Adjustable Rate Bond for the Facility/Park Construction)
	Review and Payment of the Bills The general fund bills total $87,538.11, solid waste bills total $40,395.42, and liquid fuels bills total $5,480.66. Supervisor Obernier noted he reviewed the bills, found them in order, and motioned payment. Chairman McCaffrey stated he also looked over the bills and seconded the motion. Board Members Obernier and McCaffrey voted aye.
	Upcoming Meetings/Events 

